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ClintonClinton--Glen Gardner School DistrictGlen Gardner School District   
 

Mission 
 
The Clinton-Glen Gardner School District is a community who values traditions. Our mission is to nurture and cultivate each 
child to be a compassionate, curious, and creative thinker, entrusted and empowered to build and lead the future. 
 
 

Philosophy 
 

In today’s world, students are faced with complex challenges that have global implications and are connected to people, places, and 
events of the past.  The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students to think critically and 
systematically about local, regional, national, and global issues.  Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content 
knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the world prepare students to become global citizens.  
The natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to overcome geographic borders, apply scientific and 
mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and experience events through the 
examination of primary sources.  
  
Social studies provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active, informed citizens and contributing members of 
local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.  The curriculum fosters the development of students who: 

• Are civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible 
• Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities 
• Make informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis 
• Consider multiple perspectives, value diversity, and promote cultural understanding 
• Recognize the implications of an interconnected global economy 
• Appreciate the global dynamics between people, places, and resources 
• Communicate ideas by identifying a problem, developing a solution and sharing with others 
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New Jersey State Department of Education 
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
 
The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing 
meaningful assessments. This curriculum was revised to reflect minor revisions made to the 2009 Social 
Studies Standards for one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust 
pedagogical expectations or to address grammatical issues. The revisions that were made are intended to 
clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In addition, several new skills were 
added to the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 6 

 
Grade 2 

Social Studies 
 

Scope and Sequence 
Quarter I September – December 

Topic: Rules and Laws        
I. Rules in Class, Community, State and National Government 

a. Democratic Form of Government 
b. Policy Decisions 
c. Civic Responsibilities 

 

Topic:  Local & State Government   
II. State Facts 

a. Community Leaders and Responsibilities 
b. State Governor 
c. State Capital 

 
21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 

• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 

Standards 
 

SOC.6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising their 
civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels. SOC.6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the 
community, county, state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level. SOC.6.1.4.A.5 
Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national government. SOC.6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights 
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to 
due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy. SOC.6.1.4.A.4 Explain how the United States government is 
organized and how the United States Constitution defines and checks the power of government. SOC.6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., 
the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and 
citizenship. SOC.6.1.4.A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected representatives 
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and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels. SOC.6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” 
have influenced new laws and policies over time at the local and national levels of United States government. SOC.6.1.4.A.6 Explain how national 
and state governments share power in the federal system of government. SOC.6.3.4.A.1 Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this 
understanding to rules and laws in your school or community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling 

 
 

Careers Awareness and Exploration and Financial Literacy 
Students will establish and follow rules, routines, and responsibilities throughout the year. 

CRP.K-12CRP2 Act as a Responsible and contributing Citizen and Employee 
CRP.K-12CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 

CRP.K-12CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial well being 
CRP.K-12CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

 
9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income 

9.1.4.A.3 Explain how income affects spending and take-home pay 
 

9.2.4A.3 Investigate both traditional and non-traditional careers and relate information to personal likes and dislikes 
9.2.4A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success 

 
 
 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
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Technology Infusion 
 

Students will interact with the Smartboard, Ipads, Chromebooks, and document camera. 
 

The relationships among technologies and the connections between technology and other fields of study.  
8.2.2.A.5.  Collaborate to design a solution to a problem affecting the community. 

 
 
 

TECH.8.1.2 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaborate and to create and communicate knowledge.  
TECH.8.1.2.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge and develop innovative products and process 
using technology.  
TECH.8.1.2.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including 
at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.  
TECH.8.1.2.F Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage 
projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.  
TECH.8.1.2.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems.  

 
 

 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Assessment 
 

District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:: • Teacher Observation • Questioning • Whiteboard Response • Think-Pair Share • Classroom discussion • Workbook 
pages • Writing/Performance rubrics included in lesson 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 
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Differentiation 
Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student 
interests, learning preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI 
case manager to discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in Reading Literature, 
Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ Commission on Holocaust 
Education Curriculum which provide PowerPoints, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and primary source documents to facilitate 
interdisciplinary connections. 
 
*ELA: RI.2.1-10, W.2.1-10 Science: 5.1.4.B.3-4, 5.1.4.C.1-3, 5.1.4.D.1-2 Arts: 1.3.2.D.1-2 Health/PE: 2.1.4.E.1-2, 2.2.4.A.2, 21st Century 
Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5 
 

 
Materials 

Core Instructional Materials: (See Lesson Plan below) 
 Primary and Secondary Resources such as those found in the Universal Design for Learning and Amistad Curriculum (please see appendix) 

Leveled Library A-Z as needed and based on student DRA 
District Goals: Inquiry Based Learning and Project Based Learning 

 
Curriculum provides opprotunities for students to create and explore using inquiry based and project-based learning.  For 
example, the use of Essential Questions such as : How is New Jersey’s government organized and what is the importance of the Constitution? 
What are the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the New Jersey government? 
In what ways does the New Jersey government share power? 
 
Also, Project-Based learning: Students in grade 2 will participate in a Mock Election 

. 
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Quarter II December through March 

Topic: American Heroes and Leaders   
III. Martin Luther King, Ruby Bridges, etc. 

a. Contributions in History 
b. Significance and Relevance Today 

 

Topic:  Geography   
IV. Flat Stanley 

a. His Travels and their Relationship to Us. 

 
21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 

• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 

Standards 
 

SOC.6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the 
United States and the world.  
SOC.6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.  
SOC.6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States. 
SOC.6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and determine how the information may be useful. 
SOC.6.1.4.B Geography, People, and the Environment  
SOC.6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 
SOC.6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in 
different regions of New Jersey and the United States.  
SOC.6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical 
periods. 
 SOC.6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances and to 
determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.  
SOC.6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the 
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information age.  
SOC.6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and 
other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.  

 

 
Careers Awareness and Exploration and Financial Literacy 

 
 

Students will establish and follow rules, routines, and responsibilities throughout the year. 
CRP.K-12CRP2 Act as a Responsible and contributing Citizen and Employee 

CRP.K-12CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP.K-12CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial well being 

CRP.K-12CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 
 

9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income 
9.1.4.A.3 Explain how income affects spending and take-home pay 

 
9.2.4A.3 Investigate both traditional and non-traditional careers and relate information to personal likes and dislikes 

9.2.4A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success 
 

 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
 

Technology Infusion 
Students will interact with the Smartboard, Ipads, Chromebooks, and document camera. 

 
The relationships among technologies and the connections between technology and other fields of study.  

8.2.2.A.5.  Collaborate to design a solution to a problem affecting the community. 
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TECH.8.1.2 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaborate and to create and communicate knowledge.  
TECH.8.1.2.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge and develop innovative products and process 
using technology.  
TECH.8.1.2.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including 
at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.  
TECH.8.1.2.F Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage 
projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.  
TECH.8.1.2.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems.  
 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Assessment 
District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:: • Teacher Observation • Questioning • Whiteboard Response • Think-Pair Share • Classroom discussion • Workbook 
pages • Writing/Performance rubrics included in lesson 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 
 

Differentiation 
Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student 
interests, learning preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI 
case manager to discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in Reading Literature, 
Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ Commission on Holocaust 
Education Curriculum which provide PowerPoints, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and primary source documents to facilitate 
interdisciplinary connections. 
 
 
*ELA: RI.2.1-10, W.2.1-10 Science: 5.1.4.B.3-4, 5.1.4.C.1-3, 5.1.4.D.1-2 Arts: 1.3.2.D.1-2 Health/PE: 2.1.4.E.1-2, 2.2.4.A.2, 21st Century 
Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, Technology: 8.2.2.A.5 
 
 

 
Materials 

Core Instructional Materials: (See Lesson Plan below) 
 Primary and Secondary Resources such as those found in the Universal Design for Learning and Amistad Curriculum (please see appendix) 

Leveled Library A-Z as needed and based on student DRA 
District Goals: Inquiry Based Learning and Project Based Learning 

 
Curriculum provides opprotunities for students to create and explore using inquiry based and project-based learning.  For 
example, the use of Essential Questions such as : How is New Jersey’s government organized and what is the importance of the Constitution? 
What are the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the New Jersey government? 
In what ways does the New Jersey government share power? 
 
Also, Project-Based learning: Students in grade 2 will participate in a Mock Election 

. 
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Quarter III March – June 

Topic:  Geography   
V. Physical and Political Maps 

a. Equator 
b. Map Keys 
c. Uses of maps 

 

Topic:  Economics  
VI. Supply and Demand 

a. Needs and Wants 
b. Goods and Services 
c. Resources 

SOC.6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the 
United States and the world.  
SOC.6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.  
SOC.6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States. 
SOC.6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and determine how the information may be useful. 
SOC.6.1.4.B Geography, People, and the Environment  
SOC.6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 
SOC.6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and work in 
different regions of New Jersey and the United States.  
SOC.6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical 
periods. 
 SOC.6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances and to 
determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.  
 
 

21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 
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Careers Awareness and Exploration and Financial Literacy 

 
 
 

Students will establish and follow rules, routines, and responsibilities throughout the year. 
CRP.K-12CRP2 Act as a Responsible and contributing Citizen and Employee 

CRP.K-12CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP.K-12CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial well being 

CRP.K-12CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 
 

9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income 
9.1.4.A.3 Explain how income affects spending and take-home pay 

 
9.2.4A.3 Investigate both traditional and non-traditional careers and relate information to personal likes and dislikes 

9.2.4A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success 
 

 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
 

Technology Infusion 
 

Students will interact with the Smartboard, Ipads, Chromebooks, and document camera. 
 

The relationships among technologies and the connections between technology and other fields of study. 8.2.2.A.5.  Collaborate to design a solution 
to a problem affecting the community. 
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TECH.8.1.2 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaborate and to create and communicate knowledge.  
TECH.8.1.2.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge and develop innovative products and process 
using technology.  
TECH.8.1.2.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including 
at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.  
TECH.8.1.2.F Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage 
projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.  
TECH.8.1.2.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems.  

 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Assessment 
District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:: • Teacher Observation • Questioning • Whiteboard Response • Think-Pair Share • Classroom discussion • Workbook 
pages • Writing/Performance rubrics included in lesson 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 

Differentiation 
 
Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student 
interests, learning preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI 
case manager to discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in Reading Literature, 
Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ Commission on Holocaust 
Education Curriculum which provide PowerPoints, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and primary source documents to facilitate 
interdisciplinary connections. 
 
*ELA: RI.2.1-10, W.2.1-10 Science: 5.1.4.B.3-4, 5.1.4.C.1-3, 5.1.4.D.1-2 Arts: 1.3.2.D.1-2 Health/PE: 2.1.4.E.1-2, 2.2.4.A.2, 21st Century 
Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, Technology: 8.2.2.A.5 
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Quarter III Continued March – June 

Topic: Historical Folklore   
VII.  American Folklore/Popular Historical Figures 

a. Johnny Appleseed 
b. Pecos Bill 
c. Paul Bunyan 

 

 
21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 

• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 

Careers 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
 

Technology Infusion 
Students will interact with the Smartboard, Ipads, Chromebooks, and document camera. 

 
The relationships among technologies and the connections between technology and other fields of study.  

8.2.2.A.5.  Collaborate to design a solution to a problem affecting the community. 
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TECH.8.1.2 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaborate and to create and communicate knowledge.  
TECH.8.1.2.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge and develop innovative products and process 
using technology.  
TECH.8.1.2.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including 
at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.  
TECH.8.1.2.F Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage 
projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.  
TECH.8.1.2.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems.  
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Assessment 
District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:: • Teacher Observation • Questioning • Whiteboard Response • Think-Pair Share • Classroom discussion • Workbook 
pages • Writing/Performance rubrics included in lesson 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 
 

Differentiation 
 
Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student 
interests, learning preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI 
case manager to discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in Reading Literature, 
Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum which provide PowerPoints, biographies, 
interactive maps, timelines, and primary source documents to facilitate interdisciplinary Connections. 
 
 
*ELA: RI.2.1-10, W.2.1-10 Science: 5.1.4.B.3-4, 5.1.4.C.1-3, 5.1.4.D.1-2 Arts: 1.3.2.D.1-2 Health/PE: 2.1.4.E.1-2, 2.2.4.A.2, 21st Century 
Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, Technology: 8.2.2.A.5 
 

 



 21 

 
Topics: Rules and Laws Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2  
Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of rules and laws that apply to local, state and 
national government. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

7 1.1. Explain how rules and laws 
created by community, 
state, and national 
governments protect the 
rights of people, help 
resolve conflicts, and 
promote the common good. 
(6.1.4.A.1, 9.1.4.F.3) 
 

1.2. Participate in brainstorming 
sessions to seek information, 
ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 
(9.1.4.B.1) 
 

1.3. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 
 

1.4. Use effective oral and written 
communication in face-to-
face and online interactions 
and when presenting to an 
audience. 
(9.1.4.D.1) 
 

Essential Questions:  
How do rules created by community, state, and national 
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve 
conflicts, and promote the common good? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights 
and the security and welfare of society. 
 
 
 
 

Learning Activities:  
Small group read 
Web based activities (web-quest) 
Simulations 
Journaling 
Flowchart poster project 
 
Assessment Models:  
Unit test 
Rubrics 
Completed poster project 
 
Additional Resources: 
Picture books, web links 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
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Topics: Rules and Laws Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2  
Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of rules and laws that apply to local, state and 
national government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

1.5. Explain the importance of 
understanding and following 
rules in family, classroom, 
and community settings. 
(9.1.4.F.3) 
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Topic: State and Local Government Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to define the roles and responsibilities of our state and national government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

18 2.1. Explain how the United 
States government is 
organized and the 
importance of the 
Constitution. 
(6.1.4.A.4) 
 

2.2. Distinguish the roles and 
responsibilities of the three 
branches of the national 
government. 
(6.1.4.A.5) 
 

2.3. Explain how national and 
state governments share 
power in the federal system 
of government. 
(6.1.4.A.6) 
 

2.4. Explain how the United 
States functions as a 
representative democracy 
and describe the roles of 
elected representatives and 
how they interact at local, 
state, and national levels. 
(6.1.4.A.7) 
 
 

                                    

Essential Questions:  
How is New Jersey’s government organized and what is 
the importance of the Constitution? 
What are the roles and responsibilities of the three 
branches of the New Jersey government? 
In what ways does the New Jersey government share 
power? 
How does New Jersey function as a representative 
democracy and how do elected representatives interact at 
local, state, and national levels? 
In what ways does government function at the community, 
county, state, and national levels, the services provided, 
and the impact of policy decisions made at each level? 
How are the fundamental rights of the individual and the 
common good of the country dependent upon all citizens 
exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, 
state, national, and global levels? 
Conceptual Understandings: 
There are different branches within the New Jersey 
government, each with its own structure, leaders, and 
processes, and each designed to address specific issues 
and concerns. 
 
In a representative democracy individuals elect 
representatives to act on the behalf of the people. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Government brochure 
Mock election 
Learning center activities 
Journaling 
 
Assessment Models:  
Brochure rubric 
Quizzes 
Written responses 
 
Additional Resources: 
Current events 
Primary documents 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
 
 
 
 



 24 

Topic: State and Local Government Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to define the roles and responsibilities of our state and national government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

2.5. Compare and contrast how 
government functions at the 
community, county, state, 
and national levels, the 
services provided, and the 
impact of policy decisions 
made at each level. 
(6.1.4.A.8) 
 

2.6. Explain how the 
fundamental rights of the 
individual and the common 
good of the country depend 
upon all citizens exercising 
their civic responsibilities at 
the community, state, 
national, and global levels. 
(6.1.4.A.11) 

 
2.7. Participate in brainstorming 

sessions to seek information, 
ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 
(9.1.4.B.1) 
 

2.8. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 

The examination of individual experiences, historical 
narratives and events promotes and understanding of 
individual and community responses to the violation of  
fundamental rights. 
 
The United States democratic system requires active 
participation of its citizens. 
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Topic: State and Local Government Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to define the roles and responsibilities of our state and national government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
 
 

2.9. Use effective oral and written 
communication in face-to-
face and online interactions 
and when presenting to an 
audience. 
(9.1.4.D.1) 
 

2.10. Demonstrate an awareness 
of one’s own culture and 
other cultures during 
interactions within and 
outside of the classroom. 
(9.1.4.D.3) 
 

2.11. Explain the importance of 
understanding and following 
rules in family, classroom, 
and community settings. 
(9.1.4.F.3) 
 

2.12 Collaborate to design a 
solution  
         to design a solution to a 
problem 
         affecting the community. 
         (8.2.2.A.5) 
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Topic: State and Local Government Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to define the roles and responsibilities of our state and national government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Topic: American Heroes and Leaders (Martin Luther King, Jr., Ruby Bridges, etc.) Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 3: The student will be able to identify accomplishments and characteristics of American heroes and leaders. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

15 3.1. Compare and contrast 
responses of individuals and 
groups, past and present, to 
violations of fundamental 
rights.  
(6.1.4.A.9) 
 

3.2. Describe how the actions of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and other civil rights leaders 
served as catalysts for 
social change and inspired 
social activism in 
subsequent generations. 
(6.1.4.A.10) 
 

3.3. Identify actions that are 
unfair or discriminatory, 
such as bullying, and 
propose solutions to 
address such actions. 
(6.3.4.D.1) 
 

3.4. Recognize a problem and 
brainstorm ways to solve the 
problem individually or 
collaboratively. 
(9.1.4.A.1) 
 

3.5. Apply critical thinking and 

Essential Questions: 
What are the various responses of individuals and groups, 
past and present, to violations of fundamental rights? 
How have the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social 
change and inspired social activism in subsequent 
generations? 
What actions are considered unfair or discriminatory, such 
as bullying, and propose solutions to address such 
actions? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
The examination of individual experiences, historical 
narratives, and events promotes an understanding of 
individual and community responses to the violation of 
fundamental rights. 
 
Recognize that people have different perspectives 
based on their beliefs, values, traditions, culture, and 
experiences. 
Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and 
discrimination in their lives and communities. 
 
Are aware of their relationships to people, places, and 
resources in the local community and beyond. 
Make informed and reasoned decisions by seeking and 
assessing information, asking questions, and 
evaluating alternate solutions. 

Learning Activities:  
Comic Strip 
Poems 
Silhouette – Who am I?  
 
Assessment Models:  
Rubric 
Published poem,  
 
Additional Resources:  
Web links 
Picture books 
Movie clips 
Audio of MLK’s famous speeches 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
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Topic: American Heroes and Leaders (Martin Luther King, Jr., Ruby Bridges, etc.) Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 3: The student will be able to identify accomplishments and characteristics of American heroes and leaders. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

problem-solving skills in 
classroom and family 
settings. 
(9.1.4.A.5) 
 

3.6. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 
 

3.7. Demonstrate an awareness 
of one’s own culture and 
other cultures during 
interactions within and 
outside of the classroom. 
(9.1.4.D.3) 
 

3.8. Explain the meaning of 
productivity and 
accountability, and describe 
situations in which 
productivity and 
accountability are important 
in the home, school, and 
community. 
(9.1.4.F.1) 

 
 

 
Develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve 
conflict. 
 
Demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and 
take appropriate action against unfairness. 
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Topic: Flat Stanley Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and locate the geographical locations Flat Stanley visited. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

9 4.1. Compare and contrast 
information that can be 
found on different types of 
maps, and determine when 
the information may be 
useful. 
(6.1.4.B.1) 
 

4.2. Use physical and political 
maps to explain how the 
location and spatial 
relationship of places in 
New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, 
worldwide, have contributed 
to cultural diffusion and 
economic interdependence. 
(6.1.4.B.2) 
 

4.3. Explain how and when it is 
important to use digital 
geographic tools, political 
maps, and globes to 
measure distances and to 
determine time zones and 
locations using latitude and 
longitude. 
(6.1.4.B.3) 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
What information can be found on different types of maps, 
and determine when the information may be useful? 
How would you use physical and political maps to explain 
the location and spatial relationship of places in New 
Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, 
have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic 
interdependence? 
How and when is it important to use digital geographic 
tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances and 
to determine time zones and locations using latitude and 
longitude? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to 
describe and analyze the spatial patterns and organization 
of people, places, and environments on Earth. 
 
 
 

Learning Activities:  
Letter to Flat Stanley recipients 
Mapping locations 
Create Stanley 
Map worksheets 
 
Assessment Models:  
Revise and edit letters 
Comprehension questions 
 
Additional Resources: 
Flat Stanley books 
Google Earth 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
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Topic: Flat Stanley Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and locate the geographical locations Flat Stanley visited. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4.4. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 
 

4.5. Use effective oral and written 
communication in face-to-
face and online interactions 
and when presenting to an 
audience. 
(9.1.4.D.1) 
 

4.6. Explain the meaning of 
productivity and 
accountability, and describe 
situations in which 
productivity and 
accountability are important 
in the home, school, and 
community. 
(9.1.4.F.1) 
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Topic: Flat Stanley Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and locate the geographical locations Flat Stanley visited. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4.7. Establish and follow 
performance goals to guide 
progress in assigned areas 
of responsibility and 
accountability during 
classroom projects and 
extra-curricular activities. 
(9.1.4.F.2) 
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 Topic: Geography with a focus on physical and political maps Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 5: The student will be able to read and identify the various components of a map and acquire the skills to 
determine necessary information.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

12 5.1. Compare and contrast 
information that can be 
found on different types of 
maps, and determine when 
the information may be 
useful. 
(6.1.4.B.1) 
 

5.2. Use physical and political 
maps to explain how the 
location and spatial 
relationship of places in 
New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, 
worldwide, have contributed 
to cultural diffusion and 
economic interdependence.  
(6.1.4.B.2) 
 

5.3. Explain how and when it is 
important to use digital 
geographic tools, political 
maps, and globes to 
measure distances and to 
determine time zones and 
locations using latitude and 
longitude. 
(6.1.4.B.3) 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
What maps would be useful and applicable based on the 
different situations encountered? 
What components of a map determine the type of map that 
it is?  
How are the different representations on the map 
interpreted? (Legends, keys, symbols, scales, compass 
rose) 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to 
describe and analyze the spatial patterns and organization 
of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 
 
 
 

Learning Activities:  
Mapping a room 
Designing a compass rose 
Drawing a map key 
Representing symbols on a map 
Scavenger hunt 
 
Assessment Models:  
Rubrics 
Completed map activities 
 
Additional Resources:  
Maps 
Globes 
Atlas 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
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 Topic: Geography with a focus on physical and political maps Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 5: The student will be able to read and identify the various components of a map and acquire the skills to 
determine necessary information.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5.4. Participate in brainstorming 
sessions to seek information, 
ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 
(9.1.4.B.1) 
 

5.5. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 
 

5.6. Establish and follow 
performance goals to guide 
progress in assigned areas 
of responsibility and 
accountability during 
classroom projects and 
extra-curricular activities. 
(9.1.4.F.2) 
 

5.7. Explain the importance of 
understanding and following 
rules in family, classroom, 
and community settings. 
(9.1.4.F.3) 
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Topic: Basic Economics Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain the relationships that affect supply and demand. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

13 6.1. Apply opportunity cost to 
evaluate individuals’ 
decisions, including ones 
made in their communities. 
(6.1.4.C.1, 9.2.4.D.2) 
 

6.2. Distinguish between needs 
and wants and explain how 
scarcity and choice 
influence decisions made by 
individuals, communities, 
and nations.  
(6.1.4.C.2, 9.2.4.B.1) 
 

6.3. Explain why incentives vary 
between and among 
producers and consumers. 
(6.1.4.C.3, 9.2.4.E.1)  
 

6.4. Describe how supply and 
demand influence price and 
output of products. 
(6.1.4.C.4) 
 

6.5. Explain the role of 
specialization in the 
production and exchange of 
goods and services. 
(6.1.4.C.5) 

Essential Questions: 
How does work provide income to purchase goods and 
services? 
In what ways does society depend upon workers with 
specialized jobs and the ways in which they contribute to 
the production and exchange of goods and services? 
What are the various institutions that make up economic 
systems such as families, workers, banks, government 
agencies, small businesses, and large corporations? 
What are the major industries of New Jersey? 
How do supply and demand influence price and output 
of products? 
How do needs and wants explain the ways in which 
scarcity and choice influence decisions made by 
individuals, communities, and nations? 
Conceptual Understandings: 
People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and 
the availability of resources. 
 
Economics is a driving force for the occurrence of various 
events and phenomena in societies. 
 
Interaction among various institutions in the local, national, 
and global economies influence policymaking and societal 
outcomes. 
 
Availability of resources affects economic outcomes. 
 

Learning Activities:  
Mapping a Room, Designing a Compass Rose, 
Drawing a Key, Representing Symbols on a Map, 
Scavenger Hunt,   
 
 
Assessment Models: Rubrics, Completed Map 
Activities 
 
 
Additional Resources: Maps, Globes, Rulers, 
Atlas, Laminated Maps 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 
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Topic: Basic Economics Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain the relationships that affect supply and demand. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
6.6. Describe the role and 

relationship among 
households, businesses, 
laborers, and governments 
within the economic system. 
(6.1.4.C.6)  
 

6.7. Explain how the availability 
of private and public goods 
and services is influenced 
by the global market and 
government.  
(6.1.4.C.7)  
 

6.8. Illustrate how production, 
distribution, and 
consumption of goods and 
services are interrelated and 
are affected by the global 
market and events in the 
world community.  
(6.1.4.C.8) 
 

6.9. Compare and contrast how 
access to and use of 
resources affects people 
across the world differently. 
(6.1.4.C.9) 
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Topic: Basic Economics Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain the relationships that affect supply and demand. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
 

6.10. Use effective oral and written 
communication in face-to-
face and online interactions 
and when presenting to an 
audience. 
(9.1.4.D.1) 
 

6.11. Express needs, wants, and 
feelings appropriately in 
various situations. 
(9.1.4.D.2) 
 

6.12. Demonstrate an awareness 
of one’s own culture and 
other cultures during 
interactions within and 
outside of the classroom. 
(9.1.4.D.3) 
 

6.13  Collaborate to design a 
solution  
         to a problem affecting the       
         community. 
         (8.2.2.A.5) 
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Topic: Historical Folklore (i.e. Johnny Appleseed, Paul Bunyan, and Pecos Bill, etc.) Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 7: The student will be able to describe famous historical and fictional characters and their influence on 
American heritage. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

12 7.1. Explain how folklore and the 
actions of famous historical 
and fictional characters from 
New Jersey and other 
regions of the United States 
contributed to the American 
national heritage. 
(6.1.4.D.12) 
 

7.2. Participate in brainstorming 
sessions to seek information, 
ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 
(9.1.4.B.1) 
 

7.3. Practice collaborative skills 
in groups, and explain how 
these skills assist in 
completing tasks in different 
settings (at home, in school, 
and during play). 
(9.1.4.C.1) 
 

7.4. Use effective oral and written 
communication in face-to-
face and online interactions 
and when presenting to an 
audience. 
(9.1.4.D.1) 
 

Essential Questions: 
How did folklore and the actions of famous historical and 
fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of 
the United States contribute to the American national 
heritage? 
What influences did Johnny Appleseed, Paul Bunyan, and 
Pecos Bill etc. have to our American culture? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
The study of American folklore and popular historical 
figures enables Americans with diverse cultural 
backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage. 
 
 
 
 

Learning Activities:  
Picture book 
Research and dress the part to reenact historical 
figure 
 
Assessment Models:  
Rubrics 
Completed picture book 
Presentation 
 
Additional Resources:  
Picture books 
Encyclopedias 
Web links  
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust Education 



 38 

Topic: Historical Folklore (i.e. Johnny Appleseed, Paul Bunyan, and Pecos Bill, etc.) Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 2 
Social Studies 

Goal 7: The student will be able to describe famous historical and fictional characters and their influence on 
American heritage. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

7.5. Demonstrate an awareness 
of one’s own culture and 
other cultures during 
interactions within and 
outside of the classroom. 
(9.1.4.D.3) 
 

7.6. Explain the meaning of 
productivity and 
accountability, and describe 
situations in which 
productivity and 
accountability are important 
in the home, school, and 
community. 
(9.1.4.F.1) 
 

7.7. Establish and follow 
performance goals to guide 
progress in assigned areas 
of responsibility and 
accountability during 
classroom projects and 
extra-curricular activities. 
(9.1.4.F.2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 


