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ClintonClinton--Glen Gardner School DistrictGlen Gardner School District   
 

Mission 
 
The Clinton-Glen Gardner School District is a community who values traditions. Our mission is to nurture and 
cultivate each child to be a compassionate, curious, and creative thinker, entrusted and empowered to build and 
lead the future. 
 
 

Philosophy 
 

In today’s world, students are faced with complex challenges that have global implications and are connected to people, places, and 
events of the past.  The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students to think critically and 
systematically about local, regional, national, and global issues.  Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content 
knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the world prepare students to become global citizens.  
The natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to overcome geographic borders, apply scientific and 
mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and experience events through the 
examination of primary sources.  
  
Social studies provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active, informed citizens and 
contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.  The curriculum fosters the development of 
students who: 

• Are civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible 
• Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities 
• Make informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis 
• Consider multiple perspectives, value diversity, and promote cultural understanding 
• Recognize the implications of an interconnected global economy 
• Appreciate the global dynamics between people, places, and resources 
• Communicate ideas by identifying a problem, developing a solution and sharing with others 
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New Jersey State Department of Education 

Core Curriculum Content Standards 
 
 
 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
 
The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful 
assessments. This curriculum was revised to reflect minor revisions made to the 2009 Social Studies Standards for 
one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust pedagogical expectations or to 
address grammatical issues. The revisions that were made are intended to clarify the document and do not reflect 
major changes to the standards. In addition, several new skills were added to the Skills Table to reflect the 
expectations of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science and Technical Subjects. 
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Grade 7 

Social Studies  
Scope and Sequence 

Quarter I September through January 
Topic: Exploring the Americas   
I. Describe the events and technological advances that supported European 

exploration, explain new trade routes, and the economic development in the 
Americas.  
a.  A Changing World 
b.    Early Exploration  
c.    Spain in America 

Topic: European Exploration  
II. Analyze why European nations established colonies in North America 

a. Exploring North America 
b. Early English Settlements 

 

Topic: Colonial America  
III. Discuss the three distinct regions in America and how their development 

varied from region to region.   
a.   New England Colonies 
b.   Middle Colonies 
c.   Southern Colonies 

Topic: Growth of the Thirteen Colonies   
IV. Understand how American culture developed during the colonial period and 

understand why conflict arose in North America between France and Great 
Britain.   
a.   Life in Colonies 
b.   Government, Religion, Culture  
c.   France and Great Britain Clash 
d.   The French and the Indian War 

Standards 
 

SOC.6.1.8.A.2.c 
Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the 
Colonial era.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.b  
Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.a  
Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.  
SOC.6.1.8.A.2.a  
Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies 
SOC.6.3.8.A.2  
Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it with an 
appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 
SOC.6.1.8.A.3.b  
Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows 
for growth and change over time. 
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SOC.6.3.8.CS7 Recognize that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and unintended 
consequences. 
SOC.6.3.8.CS6  
Demonstrate understanding of democratic values and processes. 
SOC.6.3.8.C.1  
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities). 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.b 
Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American 
democracy. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.f  
Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with Native Americans and with 
European powers that had territories in North America. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.a  
Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by 
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 
SOC.6.1.8.B.3.a  
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the American 
colonies. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.d  
Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 
 

21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 
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Career Ready Practices/Personal Financial Literacy 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
 
 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
 

9.1 PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY 
9.1.4.C.1  
Explain why people borrow money and the relationship between credit and debt.  
9.1.4.C.2 
Identify common sources of credit (e.g., banks, credit card companies) and types of credit (e.g., loans, credit cards, mortgages). 
9.1.4.C.3  
Compare and contrast credit cards and debit cards and the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
9.1.4.C.4  
Determine the relationships among income, expenses, and interest. 
9.1.8.D.1  
Determine how saving contributes to financial well-being.  
9.1.8.D.2  
Differentiate among various savings tools and how to use them most effectively.  
9.1.8.D.3  
Differentiate among various investment options.  
9.1.8.D.4  
Distinguish between income and investment growth.  
9.1.8.D.5  
Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
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9.2 CAREER AWARENESS, EXPLORATION, AND PREPARATION 
 

9.2.8.B.1 
Research careers within the 16 Career Clusters® and determine attributes of career success.  
9.2.8.B.2  
Develop a Personalized Student Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult mentor that includes information about career areas of interest, goals 
and an educational plan. 
9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use 
in a career.  
9.2.8.B.4  
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally.  
9.2.8.B.5  
Analyze labor market trends using state and federal labor market information and other resources available online. 
 9.2.8.B.6  
Demonstrate understanding of the necessary preparation and legal requirements to enter the workforce.  
9.2.8.B.7  
Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 
 

Technology Infusion 
8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue. 
8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data 
8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person interviews. 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online 
collaborative tools, and social media. 
8.1.5.D.4 Understand digital citizenship and demonstrate an understanding of the personal consequences of inappropriate use of technology and social media 
 

8.2 Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, technological design, computational 

thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 
 
8.2.5.B.1 Examine ethical considerations in the development and production of a product through its life cycle. 
8.2.5.C.6 Examine a malfunctioning tool and identify the process to troubleshoot and present options to repair the tool. 
8.2.5.D.7 Explain the impact that resources such as energy and materials used in a process to produce products or system have on the environment. 
8.2.5.E.3 Using a simple, visual programming language, create a program using loops, events and procedures to generate specific output 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting, Students use Google Classroom daily, Student use On-line 
Textbook features daily 
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http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Differentiation 
 

Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student interests, learning 
preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI case manager to 
discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
 
Assessment modifications depending on individual needs: test read to student, unlimited time to finish test, use of vocabulary sheets. • 
Pairing strong reader with a weak reader to support peers in the classroom when reading grade level nonfiction text. • Extension 
activities may include: 1. Write a journal entry as one of the members of the community box community to a friend living far away 
explaining the community you planned and developed. Try to persuade them to move to the community, giving reasons why they 
should come there. 2. Write a campaign speech to present to your “community” convincing them why they should vote for you. 3. Draw 
a detailed architectural type drawing of one of the buildings in your “community”. 4. Write a poem about your community. 5. Present an 
extension activity proposal of your own to the teacher for approval. 6. Design a brochure for your “community” including points of 
interest to encourage tourists to visit your “community”. 
 

* See Curriculum appendix for specific differentiation strategies 
 
 

Assessment 
 

District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:  Discussion, Teacher observation, worksheet assignments, Performance Tasks, Rubrics, 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz, Student Presentations 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in 
Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ 
Commission on Holocaust Education which provide PowerPoints, lesson plans, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and 
primary source documents to facilitate interdisciplinary Connections. 
 
*ELA: RH.SS.6-8.1-10, CCR.W.6-12.1-10 , Science: 5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.8.D.1, Arts: 1.1.8.D.1-2 , Health/PE: 2.1.8.E.3, Technology: 
8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.C.1 , 8.2.8.A.5,World Language: 7.1.NH.A.3 , 21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.8.A.1-2, 9.1.8.C.1-3, 9.1.8.D.1-5, 
9.1.8.F.1, 9.1.12.A.1-2 LA.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. LA.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. LA.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. LA.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes. LA.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
 

 
Materials 

 
Core Instructional Materials: (See Lesson Plan below) 
Primary and Secondary Resources such as those found in the Universal Design for Learning Holocaust Commission Lessons and Amistad 
Curriculum (please see appendix) 

Classroom leveled library based on student reading level 
 

District Goals: Inquiry Based Learning and Project Based Learning 
 

Curriculum provides opprotunities for students to create and explore using inquiry based and project-based learning.  For 
example, the use of Essential Questions such as: What challenges did the American revolutionaries face at the start of the war?   
How did the United States gain allies and aid during the Revolutionary War? How did fighting in the West and South affect the course of the Revolutionary War?   
 
Also, Project Based Learning is infused throughout the curriculum, for example, students will: 
       Create a newspaper based on the time period 
       Design a chart that outlines facts from each colonial region 
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Quarter II January through March 
Topic: The Spirit of Independence   
V. Explain how changes in British policies in North America caused 

dissatisfaction among colonists.  
a.   Taxation without Representation  
b.   Building Colonial Unity  

Topic:  Creating a Nation     
VI. Describe the outbreak of hostilities between Patriot and British forces. 

a.   A Call to Arms 
b.   Moving Towards Independence   

Topic: The American Revolution  
VII. Discuss the preparation and key points of the Declaration of Independence 

and the Constitution  
a.   The Early Years  
b.   The War Continues  

Topic: The Eight Year War Ends  
VIII.  Explain how the United States gained allies during the war.  Analyze 

specific battles that were turning points for the Americas.   
a.   The War Moves West and South 
b.   The War is Won   

Standards 
SOC.6.1.8.A.2.c 
Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the 
Colonial era.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.b  
Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.a  
Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.  
SOC.6.1.8.A.2.a  
Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies 
SOC.6.3.8.A.2  
Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it with an 
appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 
SOC.6.1.8.A.3.b  
Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows 
for growth and change over time. 
SOC.6.3.8.CS7 Recognize that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and unintended 
consequences. 
SOC.6.3.8.CS6  
Demonstrate understanding of democratic values and processes. 
SOC.6.3.8.C.1  
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities). 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.b 
Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American 
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democracy. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.f  
Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with Native Americans and with 
European powers that had territories in North America. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.a  
Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by 
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 
SOC.6.1.8.B.3.a  
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the American 
colonies. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.d  
Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 
 

21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 

Career Ready Practices/Personal Financial Literacy 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
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CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
 

9.1 PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY 
9.1.4.C.1  
Explain why people borrow money and the relationship between credit and debt.  
9.1.4.C.2 
Identify common sources of credit (e.g., banks, credit card companies) and types of credit (e.g., loans, credit cards, mortgages). 
9.1.4.C.3  
Compare and contrast credit cards and debit cards and the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
9.1.4.C.4  
Determine the relationships among income, expenses, and interest. 
9.1.8.D.1  
Determine how saving contributes to financial well-being.  
9.1.8.D.2  
Differentiate among various savings tools and how to use them most effectively.  
9.1.8.D.3  
Differentiate among various investment options.  
9.1.8.D.4  
Distinguish between income and investment growth.  
9.1.8.D.5  
Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
 

9.2 CAREER AWARENESS, EXPLORATION, AND PREPARATION 
 

9.2.8.B.1 
Research careers within the 16 Career Clusters® and determine attributes of career success.  
9.2.8.B.2  
Develop a Personalized Student Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult mentor that includes information about career areas of interest, goals 
and an educational plan. 
9.2.8.B.3 
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Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use 
in a career.  
9.2.8.B.4  
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally.  
9.2.8.B.5  
Analyze labor market trends using state and federal labor market information and other resources available online. 
 9.2.8.B.6  
Demonstrate understanding of the necessary preparation and legal requirements to enter the workforce.  
9.2.8.B.7  
Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 
 

Technology Infusion 
8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue. 
8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data 
8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person interviews. 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online 
collaborative tools, and social media. 
8.1.5.D.4 Understand digital citizenship and demonstrate an understanding of the personal consequences of inappropriate use of technology and social media 
 

8.2 Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, technological design, computational 

thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 
 
8.2.5.B.1 Examine ethical considerations in the development and production of a product through its life cycle. 
8.2.5.C.6 Examine a malfunctioning tool and identify the process to troubleshoot and present options to repair the tool. 
8.2.5.D.7 Explain the impact that resources such as energy and materials used in a process to produce products or system have on the environment. 
8.2.5.E.3 Using a simple, visual programming language, create a program using loops, events and procedures to generate specific output 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting, Students use Google Classroom daily, Student use On-line 
Textbook features daily 
 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 



 16 

Differentiation 
 

Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student interests, learning 
preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI case manager to 
discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
 
Assessment modifications depending on individual needs: test read to student, unlimited time to finish test, use of vocabulary sheets. • 
Pairing strong reader with a weak reader to support peers in the classroom when reading grade level nonfiction text. • Extension 
activities may include: 1. Write a journal entry as one of the members of the community box community to a friend living far away 
explaining the community you planned and developed. Try to persuade them to move to the community, giving reasons why they 
should come there. 2. Write a campaign speech to present to your “community” convincing them why they should vote for you. 3. Draw 
a detailed architectural type drawing of one of the buildings in your “community”. 4. Write a poem about your community. 5. Present an 
extension activity proposal of your own to the teacher for approval. 6. Design a brochure for your “community” including points of 
interest to encourage tourists to visit your “community”. 
 

* See Curriculum appendix for specific differentiation strategies 
 
 

Assessment 
 

District Benchmark 
 
Formative Assessment:  Discussion, Teacher observation, worksheet assignments, Performance Tasks, Rubrics, 
 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz, Student Presentations 
 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in 
Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ 
Commission on Holocaust Education which provide PowerPoints, lesson plans, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and 
primary source documents to facilitate interdisciplinary Connections. 
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*ELA: RH.SS.6-8.1-10, CCR.W.6-12.1-10 , Science: 5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.8.D.1, Arts: 1.1.8.D.1-2 , Health/PE: 2.1.8.E.3, Technology: 
8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.C.1 , 8.2.8.A.5,World Language: 7.1.NH.A.3 , 21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.8.A.1-2, 9.1.8.C.1-3, 9.1.8.D.1-5, 
9.1.8.F.1, 9.1.12.A.1-2 LA.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. LA.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. LA.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. LA.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes. LA.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

Materials 
 
Core Instructional Materials: (See Lesson Plan below) 
Primary and Secondary Resources such as those found in the Universal Design for Learning Holocaust Commission Lessons and Amistad 
Curriculum (please see appendix) 
 

Classroom leveled library based on student reading level 
District Goals: Inquiry Based Learning and Project Based Learning 

 
Curriculum provides opprotunities for students to create and explore using inquiry based and project-based learning.  For example, the 
use of Essential Questions such as: What challenges did the American revolutionaries face at the start of the war?   
How did the United States gain allies and aid during the Revolutionary War?  How did fighting in the West and South affect the course of the Revolutionary War?   
 
Also, Project Based Learning is infused throughout the curriculum for example students will:  
 
          Select one of the thirteen colonies and create an itinerary for touring colonial-era sites 
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Quarter III March through May 

Topic:  A More Perfect Union  
IX. Assess the effectiveness of the government under the Articles of 

Confederation 
a.   The Articles of Confederation  
b.   Convention and Compromise  

Topic: Constitution of the United States of America  
X. Explain why the Constitution is a document of compromises and the ideas 

found in the US Constitution 
a.   A New Plan of Government 
b.   Constitution of the US 

Topic: The Beginning of Democracy   
XI. Evaluate the roots of Constitution and our new government by exploring the 

“Constitution Handbook.”  Identify the precedents that George Washington 
established as the first US president. 
a.   The First President  
b.   The New Country’s Economy  

Topic: Federalist Era 
XII. Explain how the Federalists and Republican Parties formed and identify 

issues about which they disagreed on. 
a.   Early Challenges 
b.   The First Political Parties 
  

Topic:  The Jefferson Era 
XIII.  Discuss the ways in which Thomas Jefferson and the Republicans limited 

the powers of the government 
a.   The Republicans Take Power 
b.   The Louisiana Purchase 

Topic:  The War of 1812 
XIV. Describe how the United States benefited from its victory in the War in 

1812. 
a.   A time of Conflict  
b.   War Fever 

Topic:  Financial Literacy 
XV. Plan a personal finance budget, which include selecting a career, 

purchasing a car, and purchasing a home. 
a. Career Choice and Income 
b. Savings Goals 

            Money Management 

 

Standards 
SOC.6.1.8.A.2.c 
Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the 
Colonial era.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.b  
Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries.  
SOC.6.1.8.C.2.a  
Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems.  
SOC.6.1.8.A.2.a  
Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies 
SOC.6.3.8.A.2  
Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share it with an 
appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 
SOC.6.1.8.A.3.b  
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Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows 
for growth and change over time. 
SOC.6.3.8.CS7 Recognize that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and unintended 
consequences. 
SOC.6.3.8.CS6  
Demonstrate understanding of democratic values and processes. 
SOC.6.3.8.C.1  
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities). 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.b 
Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American 
democracy. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.f  
Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with Native Americans and with 
European powers that had territories in North America. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.a  
Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by 
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 
SOC.6.1.8.B.3.a  
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the American 
colonies. 
SOC.6.1.8.D.3.d  
Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

 
21st Century Skills (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 

• Creativity & Innovation  
• Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
• Communication & Collaboration  
• Media Literacy  
• Information Literacy  
• Information, Communication & Technology            

 
 

21st Century Themes (The ones that apply for this unit are in bold) 
• Global Awareness  
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy  
• Civic Literacy  
• Health Literacy  
• Environmental Literacy 
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Career Ready Practices/Personal Financial Literacy 
Applicable career options are discussed as they arise throughout the social studies program. Career options include, but are not limited to, the 
following career clusters: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Career Cluster; Architecture and Construction Career Cluster; Arts, A/V 
Technology, and Communications Career Cluster; Business, Management, and Administration Career Cluster; Education and Training Career 
Cluster; Finance Career Cluster; Government and Public Administration Career Cluster; Health Science Career Cluster; Human Services Career 
Cluster; Information Technology Career Cluster; Law, Public Safety, Correction, and Security Career Cluster; Manufacturing Career Cluster; 
Marketing Career Cluster; Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Career Cluster; Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics Career 
Cluster.  
 
 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
 

9.1 PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY 
9.1.4.C.1  
Explain why people borrow money and the relationship between credit and debt.  
9.1.4.C.2 
Identify common sources of credit (e.g., banks, credit card companies) and types of credit (e.g., loans, credit cards, mortgages). 
9.1.4.C.3  
Compare and contrast credit cards and debit cards and the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
9.1.4.C.4  
Determine the relationships among income, expenses, and interest. 
9.1.8.D.1  
Determine how saving contributes to financial well-being.  
9.1.8.D.2  
Differentiate among various savings tools and how to use them most effectively.  
9.1.8.D.3  
Differentiate among various investment options.  
9.1.8.D.4  
Distinguish between income and investment growth.  
9.1.8.D.5  
Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
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9.2 CAREER AWARENESS, EXPLORATION, AND PREPARATION 
 

9.2.8.B.1 
Research careers within the 16 Career Clusters® and determine attributes of career success.  
9.2.8.B.2  
Develop a Personalized Student Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult mentor that includes information about career areas of interest, goals 
and an educational plan. 
9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use 
in a career.  
9.2.8.B.4  
Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally.  
9.2.8.B.5  
Analyze labor market trends using state and federal labor market information and other resources available online. 
 9.2.8.B.6  
Demonstrate understanding of the necessary preparation and legal requirements to enter the workforce.  
9.2.8.B.7  
Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 
 

Technology Infusion 
8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue. 
8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data 
8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person interviews. 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online 
collaborative tools, and social media. 
8.1.5.D.4 Understand digital citizenship and demonstrate an understanding of the personal consequences of inappropriate use of technology and social media 
 

8.2 Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, technological design, computational 

thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 
 
8.2.5.B.1 Examine ethical considerations in the development and production of a product through its life cycle. 
8.2.5.C.6 Examine a malfunctioning tool and identify the process to troubleshoot and present options to repair the tool. 
8.2.5.D.7 Explain the impact that resources such as energy and materials used in a process to produce products or system have on the environment. 
8.2.5.E.3 Using a simple, visual programming language, create a program using loops, events and procedures to generate specific output 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting, Students use Google Classroom daily, Student use On-line 
Textbook features daily 
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http://www.state.nj.us/education/, Internet, Web Quests, content-related websites, wireless laptop computers, computer laboratory, classroom 
computers, SMART Boards, CDs, DVDs, webinars, video streaming, podcasting 
 

Differentiation 
 

Special Education: Read and follow IEP/504.  Meet with CST case manager if additional guidance is needed. 
 
For Gifted: Encourage risk taking in crating their projects as opportunities to stretch skills during production.  Actively assess to identify student interests, learning 
preferences and the ability to work independently. 
 
At Risk:  Review specific accommodations for individual students in RTI folder.  If accommodations are not working, schedule meeting with RTI case manager to 
discus and refine/update strategies. 
 
ELL:  Meet with Mrs. Olczak to discuss specific accommodations based on student progress and placement on WIDA testing. 
 
Assessment modifications depending on individual needs: test read to student, unlimited time to finish test, use of vocabulary sheets. • 
Pairing strong reader with a weak reader to support peers in the classroom when reading grade level nonfiction text. • Extension 
activities may include: 1. Write a journal entry as one of the members of the community box community to a friend living far away 
explaining the community you planned and developed. Try to persuade them to move to the community, giving reasons why they 
should come there. 2. Write a campaign speech to present to your “community” convincing them why they should vote for you. 3. Draw 
a detailed architectural type drawing of one of the buildings in your “community”. 4. Write a poem about your community. 5. Present an 
extension activity proposal of your own to the teacher for approval. 6. Design a brochure for your “community” including points of 
interest to encourage tourists to visit your “community”. 
 

* See Curriculum appendix for specific differentiation strategies 
 
 

Assessment 
 

District Benchmark 
Formative Assessment:  Discussion, Teacher observation, worksheet assignments, Performance Tasks, Rubrics, 
Summative Assessment:  End of Chapter Quiz, Student Presentations 
Alternative Assessment: PBA based on student interest 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is often connected to themes in our Language arts Curriculum and through application of skills in 
Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, and Writing.  Resources such as those located in the Amistad Curriculum and the NJ 
Commission on Holocaust Education which provide PowerPoints, lesson plans, biographies, interactive maps, timelines, and 
primary source documents to facilitate interdisciplinary Connections. 
 
*ELA: RH.SS.6-8.1-10, CCR.W.6-12.1-10 , Science: 5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.8.D.1, Arts: 1.1.8.D.1-2 , Health/PE: 2.1.8.E.3, Technology: 
8.1.8.A.3, 8.1.8.C.1 , 8.2.8.A.5,World Language: 7.1.NH.A.3 , 21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.8.A.1-2, 9.1.8.C.1-3, 9.1.8.D.1-5, 
9.1.8.F.1, 9.1.12.A.1-2 LA.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. LA.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. LA.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. LA.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes. LA.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

Materials 
 
Core Instructional Materials: (See Lesson Plan below) 
Primary and Secondary Resources such as those found in the Universal Design for Learning Holocaust Commission Lessons and Amistad 
Curriculum (please see appendix) 
 

Classroom leveled library based on student reading level 
District Goals: Inquiry Based Learning and Project Based Learning 

 
Curriculum provides opprotunities for students to create and explore using inquiry based and project-based learning.  For 
example, the use of Essential Questions such as: Why is it important to understand your personal finances? How can you learn to be more financially 
successful? 
 
Also, Project Based Learning is infused throughout the curriculum, for example, students will create a Powerpoint/Prezi on a 
collaborative groups project reflecting the research on: 

• buying/renting a home 
• buying insurance (home, auto, & personal) 
• planning a budget for monthly expenses 

 
 



 24 

 
 
 
 

Topic: European Exploration  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will be able to explain the reasons and consequences of European exploration in the 
Americas and compare them with current efforts to explore space and the seas.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 1.1. Describe the events and 
technological advances that 
supported European 
exploration. 
(6.1.8.C.1.a, 6.1.8.B.1.b) 
 

1.2. Explain why Spain and 
Portugal wanted to find a 
sea route to Asia. 
(6.1.8.C.1.b) 

 
1.3. Understand the ways in 

which Spain’s conquest 
affected the economic and 
social development of the 
Americans.  
(6.1.8.A.2.c) 

 
1.4. Discuss how the ways of life 

of the Native Americans of 
North America related to 
their environment. 
(6.1.8.A.1.a, 6.1.8.B.1.a, 
6.1.8.D.1.a, 6.1.8.D.1.b) 

 
1.5. Discuss why European 

nations established colonies 

 
Essential Questions: 
What events and technological advances paved the way for 
European exploration? 
Why did Spain and Portugal want to find a sea route to 
Asia? 
How did Spain’s conquest affect the economic and social 
development of the Americas? 
Why did European nations establish colonies in North 
America?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Indigenous societies in the Western Hemisphere migrated 
and changed in response to the physical environment and 
due to their interactions with Europeans. 
 
European exploration expanded global economic and 
cultural exchange into the Western Hemisphere. 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Journal response 
Draw a map representing early European 
exploration 
Have students work with a partner to describe the 
route the explorers took 
Create a timeline sequence of events 
Outline the section 
 
Assessment Models:  
Written responses 
Comprehension questions using 3R 
Chapter quiz 
 
Additional Resources: 
Read aloud 
Center materials 
Leveled readers 
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Topic: European Exploration  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will be able to explain the reasons and consequences of European exploration in the 
Americas and compare them with current efforts to explore space and the seas.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

in North America. 
(6.1.8.D.1.c) 

 
1.6. Analyze the impact 

triangular trade on many 
nations and groups. 
(6.1.8.D.2.c) 
 

1.7. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

1.8. Determine an individual’s 
responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

1.9. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

1.10. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
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Topic: European Exploration  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will be able to explain the reasons and consequences of European exploration in the 
Americas and compare them with current efforts to explore space and the seas.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: Colonial America Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the motivations for European colonization and contrast these 
efforts with American involvement in other countries today. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 2.1. Explain why the English 
settled in North America. 
(6.1.8.A.2.a, 6.1.8.A.2.b, 
6.1.8.C.2.b, 6.1.8.D.2.a) 
 

2.2. Understand why the 
Separatist and Puritans left 
England and settled in North 
America. 
(6.1.8.B.2.a) 
 

2.3. Describe how the Middle 
Colonies developed. 
(6.1.8.C.3.a) 
 

2.4. Explain how and why the 
Southern Colonies grew. 
(6.1.8.B.3.a, 6.1.8.C.3.a) 
 

2.5. Compare and contrast how 
the search for natural 
resources resulted in conflict 
and cooperation among 
European colonists and 
Native American groups in 
the New World.  
(6.1.8.B.2.b) 
 

2.6. Relate slavery and 
indentured servitude to 

 
Essential Questions: 
Why did the English settle in North America? 
Why did the Separatists and Puritans leave England and 
settle in N.A.? 
How did the Middle Colonies develop?   
How and why did the Southern Colonies grow?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
The colonists adapted ideas from their European heritage 
and from Native American groups to develop new political 
and religious institutions and economic systems. 
 
The slave labor system and the loss of Native American 
lives had a lasting impact on the development of the United 
States and American culture. 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Access the Glencoe online textbook and online 
activities 
Compare and contrast (using a Venn Diagram) the 
three colonial regions 
Have students select one of the thirteen colonies 
and create an itinerary for touring colonial-era sites 
Partner activity to complete worksheet packet 
 
Assessment Models:  
Pair and share 
White board responses 
Chapter test 
Explanatory essay 
 
Additional Resources: 
http:///www.glencoe.com 
http://www.glencoe.com/ose 
Read aloud 
Books on Colonial America 
Amistad Curriculum 
 



 28 

Topic: Colonial America Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the motivations for European colonization and contrast these 
efforts with American involvement in other countries today. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Colonial labor systems. 
(6.1.8.C.2.a, 6.1.8.D.2.b) 
 

2.7. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

2.8. Determine an individual’s 
responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

2.9. Model leadership skills 
during classroom and extra-
curricular activities. 
(9.1.8.C.3) 
 

2.10. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

2.11. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
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Topic: Colonial America Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the motivations for European colonization and contrast these 
efforts with American involvement in other countries today. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: Growth of the Thirteen Colonies Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain how changes in British policies in North America caused dissatisfaction 
among colonists. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 3.1. Explain how the geography 
affected the economic 
development of the three 
colonial regions. 
(6.1.8.B.2.a) 
 

3.2. Describe ways in which an 
American culture was 
developed during the 
colonial period. 
 (6.1.8.D.2.b) 
 

3.3. Understand why conflict 
arose in North America 
between France and Great 
Britain. 
 (6.1.8.B.2.b) 
 

3.4. Discuss how the outcome of 
the French and Indian War 
determined control in North 
America. 
(6.1.8.B.3.a) 
 

3.5. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 

 
Essential Questions: 
How did geography affect the economic development of the 
three colonial regions?   
In what ways was an American culture developing during 
the colonial period?   
Why did conflict arise in North America between France 
and Great Britain? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
War debt changed government policies toward the colonies 
and led to new taxation.  The culture of the Europeans, 
Native Americans, and enslaved Africans were affected by 
the outcome of the various colonial wars.  
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Drawing conclusions about specific events 
Character Inferencing 
Create a newspaper based on the time period 
Design a chart that outlines facts from each colonial 
region 
 
Assessment Models:  
Persuasive essay 
Journal responses 
Chapter quiz or test 
Project rubric  
 
Additional Resources: 
Read aloud 
Books on colonial regions (according to reading 
level) 
Graphic novels  
Amistad Curriculum 
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Topic: Growth of the Thirteen Colonies Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain how changes in British policies in North America caused dissatisfaction 
among colonists. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
3.6. Determine an individual’s 

responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

3.7. Demonstrate the use of 
compromise, consensus, 
and community building 
strategies for carrying out 
different tasks, assignments, 
and projects. 
(9.1.8.C.2) 
 

3.8. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

3.9. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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 Topic: The Spirit of Independence  Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain how American colonists began to perceive themselves as a separate 
culture and apply that knowledge to the existence of many cultures and subcultures in the United States. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 4.1. Describe how the British 
government angered the 
American colonists after the 
French and Indian War. 
(6.1.8.A.2.b) 
 

4.2. Explain how the colonists 
reacted to British policies. 
(6.1.8.D.3.a, 6.1.8.C.3.c) 

 
4.3. Discuss how the American 

colonists and the British 
soldiers came to open 
warfare at Lexington and 
Concord. 
(6.1.8.D.3.a) 
 

4.4. Discuss why the Americans 
chose to declare 
Independence from Britain. 
(6.1.8.A.3.a, 6.1.8.D.3.b)  
 

4.5. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

4.6. Determine an individual’s 

 
Essential Questions: 
Following the French and Indian War, how did the British 
government anger the American colonists?  
How did the colonists react to British policies? 
What brought about the clash between American colonists 
and British soldiers at Lexington and Concord?   
Why did the American colonies choose to declare 
independence?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Disputes over political authority and economic issues 
contributed to a movement for independence in the 
colonies. 
 
The fundamental principles of the United States 
Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States 
government today. 
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Blogging 
Making connections  
Narrative writing 
Identify cause and effect 
 
Assessment Models:  
Essay rubric 
Standardized test practice  
3R responses  
 
Additional Resources: 
Read aloud 
Weblinks 
Graphic novels  
The Declaration of Independence  
American Biographies  
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 Topic: The Spirit of Independence  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain how American colonists began to perceive themselves as a separate 
culture and apply that knowledge to the existence of many cultures and subcultures in the United States. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

4.7. Demonstrate the use of 
compromise, consensus, 
and community building 
strategies for carrying out 
different tasks, assignments, 
and projects. 
(9.1.8.C.2) 
 

4.8. Employ appropriate conflict 
resolution strategies. 
(9.1.8.D.1) 
 

4.9. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

4.10. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: The American Revolution  Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 5: The student will be able to explain the causes and effects of the American War for Independence, as well 
as the significance of major battles and compare this with other struggles for freedom, both within the US and in 
the world. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 5.1. Summarize the challenges 
faced by the American 
revolutionaries at the start of 
the war.  
(6.1.8.D.3.c, 6.1.8.D.3.d) 
 

5.2. Explain how the United 
States gained allies and aid 
during the Revolutionary 
War. 
(6.1.8.D.3.e) 
 

5.3. Discuss how fighting in the 
West and South affected the 
course of the Revolutionary 
War. 
 (6.1.8.B.3.c, 6.1.8.B.3.d) 
 

5.4. Describe how the Battle of 
Yorktown led to American 
Independence. 
(6.1.8.D.3.b) 
 

5.5. Analyze from multiple 
perspectives how the terms 
of the Treaty of Paris 
affected United States 
relations with Native 
Americans and with 
European powers that had 

Essential Questions: 
What challenges did the American revolutionaries face at 
the start of the war?   
How did the United States gain allies and aid during the 
Revolutionary War? 
How did fighting in the West and South affect the course of 
the Revolutionary War?   
How did the Battle of Yorktown lead the American 
Independence?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
People faced great challenges and struggles to achieve 
independence from the power that previously governed 
them.  Some groups did not fully enjoy independence in 
1776 and chose to fight the government to obtain their 
political freedom.   
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Mini-lesson activity on a Revolutionary War battle 
Small group reading sessions 
Making connections 
 
Assessment Models:  
Mini-lesson rubric 
Group discussions 
Journal prompt 
 
Additional Resources: 
Read aloud 
Graphic novels  
Weblinks 
Intranet  
Amistad Curriculum 
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Topic: The American Revolution  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 5: The student will be able to explain the causes and effects of the American War for Independence, as well 
as the significance of major battles and compare this with other struggles for freedom, both within the US and in 
the world. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

territories in North America. 
(6.1.8.D.3.f) 
 

5.6. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

5.7. Determine an individual’s 
responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

5.8. Model leadership skills 
during classroom and extra-
curricular activities. 
(9.1.8.C.3) 
 

5.9. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
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Topic: A More Perfect Union  Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 6: The student will be able to assess how the ideas of other societies led to the formation of the unique 
American system of government and identify other aspects of American culture today that have been shaped by 
other countries. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 6.1. Assess the effectiveness of 
the government under the 
Articles of Confederation. 
(6.1.8.A.3.d, 6.1.8.D.3.g) 
 

6.2. Explain why the Constitution 
is a document of 
compromises. 
(6.1.8.A.3.c, 6.1.8.A.3.g, 
6.1.8.B.3.b) 
 

6.3. Discuss the ideas and 
features found in the United 
States Constitution. 
(6.1.8.A.3.b, 6.1.8.A.3.f, 
6.1.8.C.3.b) 
 

6.4. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

6.5. Implement problem-solving 
strategies to solve a 
problem in school or the 
community. 
(9.1.8.A.2) 
 

 
Essential Questions: 
How effective was government under the Articles of 
Confederation? 
Why is the Constitution a document of compromises? 
What ideas and features are found in the US Constitution?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Anti-federalist feared government oppression, eliminating 
choice.  The federalist wanted a strong central government 
to protect them from disorder.  The Constitution shares 
power between a central government and state 
governments; establishes branches that make laws, carry 
out laws, and interpret law.  A strong central government 
works off the concept of checks and balances, shared 
power, and a bill of rights.    
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Persuasive writing assignment: defend the 
Constitution as a great model of democracy   
Short answer responses 
Analyze the Constitution in detail 
Document-based questions 
Student website 
 
Assessment Models:  
Student website analysis 
Written responses 
Essay Rubric  
 
Additional Resources: 

United States Constitution Handbook 
Graphic Novels 
Glencoe Power Points  
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Topic: A More Perfect Union  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 6: The student will be able to assess how the ideas of other societies led to the formation of the unique 
American system of government and identify other aspects of American culture today that have been shaped by 
other countries. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6.6. Use multiple points of view 
to create alternative 
solutions. 
(9.1.8.B.1) 
 

6.7. Model leadership skills 
during classroom and extra-
curricular activities. 
(9.1.8.C.3) 
 

6.8. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

6.9. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: The Federalist Era Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 7: The student will be able to explain the functioning of the early US government as outlined by the US 
Constitution and apply their knowledge when assessing the challenges Washington’s administration faced as a 
new nation.    
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 7.1. Identify the precedents that 
George Washington 
established as the first 
president of the United 
States.  
(6.1.8.D.3.g) 
 

7.2. Discuss challenge the 
United States faced during 
Washington’s 
administration.  
(6.1.8.A.3.e, 6.1.8.C.3.b) 
 

7.3. Explain hoe the Federalist 
and Republican Parties 
formed and identify issues 
about which they disagreed. 
(6.1.8.A.3.F) 
 

7.4. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

7.5. Determine an individual’s 
responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 

Essential Questions: 
What were the precedents that Washington established as 
the first president of the United States? 
What challenges did the United States face during 
Washington’s administration? 
How did the Federalist and Republican Parties form, and 
on what issues did they disagree?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
A country can grow in terms of government organization 
and policies, expansion of land areas, or through trade and 
economics.  Early United States overcame challenges in 
developing a new government, fighting another war, 
expanding its territory, and developing industries and 
agriculture.   
 
 
 

.Learning Activities: 
Comparing and contrasting the different views of 
our countries founders 
Small group reading activity 
Drawing conclusions on government policies 
Reading comprehension responses 
Journal prompt 
 
Assessment Models:  
Completion of small group activity 
Chapter quiz 
Completed journal response 
 
Additional Resources: 
Read aloud 
Bill of Rights 
Glencoe online activities 
Glencoe Power Point 
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Topic: The Federalist Era Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 7: The student will be able to explain the functioning of the early US government as outlined by the US 
Constitution and apply their knowledge when assessing the challenges Washington’s administration faced as a 
new nation.    
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

(9.1.8.C.1) 
 

7.6. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

7.7. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
 
 
 
7.8      Describe how 
resources such as material, 
energy, information, time, 
tools, people, and capital 
contribute to a technological 
product or system. 
           8.2.8.A.5 
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Topic: The Federalist Era Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 7: The student will be able to explain the functioning of the early US government as outlined by the US 
Constitution and apply their knowledge when assessing the challenges Washington’s administration faced as a 
new nation.    
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Topic: The Jefferson Era Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand Jefferson’s views towards the Federalist and the establishment of 
the formation of a new political party, the Democratic-Republican.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 8.1.  Discuss the ways which 
Thomas Jefferson and the 
Republicans limited the 
powers of the government. 
(6.1.8.A.4.a) 
 

8.2. Explain how the Louisiana 
Purchase affected the 
nation’s economy and 
politics. 
(6.1.8.B.4.a, 6.1.8.A.4.b) 
  

8.3. Identify the challenges to 
the nation’s stability during 
the late 1700’s and early 
1800’s. 
 (6.1.8.B.4.b, 6.1.8.C.4.b) 
   

8.4. Describe how the United 
States benefited from its 
victory in the War of 1812. 
(6.1.8.A.4.a) 
 

8.5. Develop strategies to 
reinforce positive attitudes 
and productive behaviors 
that impact critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
(9.1.8.A.1) 
 

 
Essential Questions: 
In what ways did Thomas Jefferson and the Republicans 
limit the powers of the government?   
How did the Louisiana Purchase affect the nation’s 
economy and politics? 
What were the challenges to the nation’s stability during the 
late 1700’s and 1800’s? 
How did the United States benefit from its victory in the 
War of 1812? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
A bridge was developing between the Federalists and the 
Democratic-Republicans.  Thomas Jefferson and the 
Republicans limited the powers of the government by 
decreasing the size of the military, reduce spending, and 
repealing federal internal taxes.   
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Foldable study organizer 
Chapter outline  
Essential questions 
Map skills activity 
Summarizing 
 
Assessment Models:  
Responses to comprehension questions 
Chapter test 
Summary rubric 
Pair and share 
 
Additional Resources: 
Weblinks 
Blogging 
Read aloud 
Glencoe spotlight video 
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Topic: The Jefferson Era Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand Jefferson’s views towards the Federalist and the establishment of 
the formation of a new political party, the Democratic-Republican.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

8.6. Demonstrate the use of 
compromise, consensus, 
and community building 
strategies for carrying out 
different tasks, assignments, 
and projects. 
(9.1.8.C.2) 
 

8.7. Employ appropriate conflict 
resolution strategies. 
(9.1.8.D.1) 
 

8.8. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
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Topic: Growth and Expansion  Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe how culture and government of America had evolved from colonial 
times and apply that to the ways American culture has changed as a result of major events in our time. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 9.1. Discuss the effects of the 
Industrial Revolution on the 
U.S. economy. 
(6.1.8.C.4.c) 
 

9.2. Explain how land and water 
transportation affected 
westward expansion. 
(6.1.8.C.4.a, 6.1.8.C.4.b) 
 

9.3. Explain how nation –building 
issues were resolved in the 
1800’s. 
(6.1.8.D.4.a) 
 

9.4. Determine an individual’s 
responsibility for personal 
actions and contributions to 
group activities. 
(9.1.8.C.1) 
 
 

9.5. Model leadership skills 
during classroom and extra-
curricular activities. 
(9.1.8.C.3) 
 
 
 

 
Essential Questions: 
What effects did the Industrial Revolution have on the U.S. 
economy? 
How did land and water transportation affect westward 
movement? 
How were nation-building issues resolved in the early 
1800’s? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
As the frontier was expanding westward, settlers needed 
easier ways to transport goods.  Canal routes had some 
limitations, but still provided an easier method of delivering 
goods. As the nation grew, so did the problems they faced.  
Sections of the country arose as new laws and powers of 
the federal and state governments were developed.  
Disputes with neighboring countries and the European 
powers also erupted.  Americans solved these problems 
without the use of military force.  Instead, we relied on 
negotiations, treaties, and doctrines.      
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Making inference about past events 
Analyze the impact expansion had on the nation 
Personal writing response 
Learning center based activates 
 
Assessment Models:  
Critical thinking responses 
Learning center rubric 
Small group presentation 
 
Additional Resources: 
Books on Industrial Revolution  
Read aloud 
Podcast 
Intranet 
Amistad Curriculum 
NJ Commission on Holocaust & Genocide 
Curriculum 
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Topic: Growth and Expansion  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe how culture and government of America had evolved from colonial 
times and apply that to the ways American culture has changed as a result of major events in our time. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

9.6     Use effectiv Describe how 
resources such as material, 
energy, information, time, 
tools, people, and capital 
contribute to a technological 
product or system. 
(8.2.8.A.5) 
 
Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: The United States Constitution  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 10: The student will be able to identify aspects of the Constitution that have provided us with the 
framework for the United States government to preserve our basic rights as American citizens. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 10.1. Discuss the importance of 
citizen participation for the 
preservation of the U.S. 
political system. 
(6.3.A.8.2, 6.3.C.8.1) 
 

10.2. Examine the effectiveness 
of checks and balances. 
(6.3.D.8.1) 
 

10.3. Determine which branch of 
government is described in 
more detail in the 
Constitution. 
(6.3.A.8.2) 
 

10.4. Evaluate the reason we 
discuss the legislative 
branch first. 
(6.3.C.8.1, 6.3.B.8.1) 
 

10.5. Understand the reason 
Congress is required to 
make proceedings public. 
(6.3.A.8.1) 
 

10.6. Demonstrate the use of 
compromise, consensus, 
and community building 
strategies for carrying out 
different tasks, assignments, 

Essential Questions: 
Why is citizen participation essential to the preservation of 
the U.S. political system? 
What makes the system of checks and balances so 
affective? 
Which branch of government if described in more detail in 
the Constitution, the legislative or the judicial?   
What is the significance of discussing the legislative branch 
first?   
Why is Congress required to make its proceedings public?   
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Not many governments have had the stability that the 
United States Constitution has provided.  The U.S. 
government has three branches; the legislative branch, 
executive branch, and the judicial branch.     
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Persuasive writing assignment 
Discuss “What in means” in the Constitution 
Review the Amendments  
Vocabulary  
 
Assessment Models:  
Completed essay 
Facts on the Constitution 
Quiz 
 
Additional Resources: 
Graphic novels 
Read aloud 
Books and videos on the Constitution 
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Topic: The United States Constitution  Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade 7 
Social Studies 

Goal 10: The student will be able to identify aspects of the Constitution that have provided us with the 
framework for the United States government to preserve our basic rights as American citizens. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

and projects. 
(9.1.8.C.2) 
 

10.7. Model leadership skills 
during classroom and extra-
curricular activities. 
(9.1.8.C.3) 
 

10.8. Use effective 
communications skills in 
face-to-face and online 
interactions with peers and 
adults from home and from 
diverse cultures. 
(9.1.8.D.3) 
 

10.9. Demonstrate how 
productivity and 
accountability contribute to 
realizing individual or group 
work goals within or outside 
the classroom. 
(9.1.8.F.1) 
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Topic: Basic Personal Finance/ Budgeting Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade: 7 
Subject: Personal 
Financial Literacy 

Goal 11: The student will be able to use technology and internet resources to plan a personal finance budget, 
which include selecting a career, purchasing a car, and purchasing a home. The student will develop an 
understanding of income and savings goals as well as planning for the future. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

15 11.1. Develop an understanding 
of introductory personal 
finance. 
(9.2.8.A.1) 
 

11.2. Analyze terms relating to 
financial literacy and 
personal finance. 
 

11.3. Work individually and 
collaboratively using 
technology to explore and 
develop knowledge of 
personal finance in the 
areas of payroll and 
deductions, budgets and 
bills, insurance/deductibles 
and warranties. 
(9.2.8.A.7, 9.2.8.A.9, 
9.2.8.G.3, 9.2.8.G.4, 
9.2.8.G.5, 9.2.8.G.6) 
 

11.4. Create a budget for a 
selected career. 
(9.2.8.B.1, 9.2.8.B.6, 
9.2.8.B.7, 9.2.8.B.9) 
 

11.5. Evaluate personal abilities, 
interests, and motivations 
and discuss how they might 
influence job and career 

 
Essential Questions: 
Why is it important to understand your personal finances? 
How can you learn to be more financially successful? 
 
 
Conceptual Understandings: 
Understanding your finances is essential to prepare for the 
future.  
 
Learning about finances is a personal responsibility with 
many benefits.  
 
 
 
 

Learning Activities: 
Wells Fargo web quest- 
(https://wellsfaroadvisors.com/about-wells-fargo-
advisors/financial-literacy-for-kids.htm)  
Glossary of terms 
Class discussions 
Articles/news stories 
Current events 
Research insurance companies, car types and 
payments 
Assessment Models:  
Powerpoint/Prezi on a collaborative groups project 
reflecting the research on: 

• buying/renting a home 
• buying insurance (home, auto, & personal) 
• planning a budget for monthly expenses 

Presentation rubric 
Budget activity sheet 
Student created balance sheet 
Student created cash flow statement  
Group progress sheet 
 
Additional Resources: 
My Life, My Budget project explanation sheet 
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Topic: Basic Personal Finance/ Budgeting Curriculum Management System 
Subject/Grade Level:  
Grade: 7 
Subject: Personal 
Financial Literacy 

Goal 11: The student will be able to use technology and internet resources to plan a personal finance budget, 
which include selecting a career, purchasing a car, and purchasing a home. The student will develop an 
understanding of income and savings goals as well as planning for the future. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions,  
Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

selection. 
(9.3.8.B.3) 
 

11.6. Evaluate communication, 
collaboration, and 
leadership skills and how 
they might be further 
developed in preparation for 
a future career through 
involvement in school, 
home, work and 
extracurricular activities.  
(9.3.8.B.6) 
 

11.7. Relate how career choices, 
education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and 
economic conditions affect 
income. 
(9.2.8.A.1) 
 

11.8. Differentiate among ways 
that workers can improve 
earning power through the 
acquisition of new 
knowledge and skills. 
(9.2.8.A.2) 
 
 

11.9. Relate earning power to 
quality of life across 
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which include selecting a career, purchasing a car, and purchasing a home. The student will develop an 
understanding of income and savings goals as well as planning for the future. 
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cultures. 
(9.2.8.A.3) 
 

11.10. Relate how the demand for 
certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power. 
(9.2.8.A.4) 
 

11.11. Explain the difference 
between “earned income” 
and “unearned income” 
(e.g., gifts) and why earned 
income is important.            
(9.2.8.A.5) 

 
11.12. Examine how labor market 

trends and the cost of living 
can affect real income, 
spending decisions, and 
lifestyle. 
(9.2.8.A.6) 
 

11.13. Explain the purpose of the 
payroll deduction process, 
taxable income, and 
employee benefits. 
(9.2.8.A.7) 
 

11.14. Differentiate among the 
types of taxes and 
employee benefits. 
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(9.2.8.A.8) 
 
11.15. Differentiate between 

taxable and nontaxable 
income. 
(9.2.8.A.9) 
 

11.16. Relate the concept of 
deferred gratification to 
investment, meeting 
financial goals, and building 
wealth. 
(9.2.8.B.3) 
 

11.17. Analyze the effect of the 
economy on personal 
income, individual and 
family security, and 
consumer decisions. 
(9.2.8.B.4) 
 

11.18. Explain the concept of cash 
flow. 
(9.2.8.B.8) 
 

11.19. Create debit and credit 
balance sheets and income 
and cash statements.     
(9.2.8.B.9) 
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11.20. Calculate the cost of 
borrowing various amounts 
of money different types of 
credit (e.g., credit cards, 
installment, loans, and 
mortgages). 
(9.2.8.C.4) 
 

11.21. Determine how saving 
contributes to financial well-
being. 
(9.2.8.D.1) 
 

11.22. Prioritize personal wants 
and needs when making 
purchases. 
(9.2.8.E.1) 
 

11.23. Calculate appropriate 
amounts of charitable giving 
based on current financial 
status. 
(9.2.8.F.4) 
 
 
 
 

11.24. Explain why it is important to 
develop plans for protecting 
current and future personal 
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assets against loss. 
(9.2.8.G.2) 

 
 
 


