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Clinton - Glen Gardner School District
Mission
The Clinton-Glen Gardner School District, a community who values traditions, nurtures and cultivates
each child to be a compassionate, curious, and creative thinker entrusted and empowered to build
and lead the future.
Philosophy
As a means of achieving College and Career Readiness, the English Language Arts Curriculum must define a vision
of what it means to be a literate person in the twenty-first century. The skills and understanding that students must
demonstrate have wide applicability outside the classroom. Students must undertake close, attentive reading that is
at the heart of understanding and enjoying complex works of literature. They habitually perform critical reading
necessary to pick carefully through the staggering amount of information available today digitally and in print. They
actively seek the wide, deep, and thoughtful engagement with high-quality literary and informational texts that builds
knowledge, enlarges experience, and broadens worldviews. Students must demonstrate the cogent reasoning and
use of evidence that is essential to deliberation and responsible citizenship. In short, students must develop the
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening that are the foundation for any creative and purposeful expression
in language.

The ELA Standards were revised in by the NJDOE 2016, with the recommendations of teams of teachers, parents,
administrators, supervisors and other stakeholders and reflect the strong beliefs that
•
•
•

•
•
•

Literature and informational (nonfiction) text are important for our students and should maintain their rightful
place in our classrooms;
Background knowledge and motivation are critical to the success of students when learning to read and when
accessing complex text;
Research by students provides the opportunity to learn more about a subject, but equally as important,
provides students the opportunity to look beyond their research to questions left unanswered (new avenues
for student research);
Using evidence remains a critical skill, interspersed throughout the standards, allowing students to ground
their thinking in the work of authors and experts in literature and in the content areas;
Literacy must be recognized and guided in content areas so that students recognize the academic vocabulary,
media representations, and power of language inherent in the work of scholars and experts, and
The importance of foundational skills in the early grades, as students learn to read, cannot be overstated and
calls for targeted, sustained intervention at any point of struggle for a student.

Our Language Arts curriculum was thoughtfully revised in summer of 2017 to reflect the changes made by the New
Jersey Department of Education with regard to the adoption of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. The
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts (ELA) build on the best of existing standards
and reflect the skills and knowledge students need to succeed in college, career, and life.

A Balanced Literacy Program is the means through which the New Jersey Learning Standards can be
accomplished. Such an instructional approach engages students in meaningful and purposeful
reading and writing experiences on a regular basis. These experiences are intended to honor the
various stages and vast ranges in diversity of literacy development present in every classroom.
The English Language Arts curriculum fosters students who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Demonstrate independence
Build strong content knowledge
Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline
Comprehend as well as critique
Value evidence
Use technology and digital media strategically and capably
Develop understanding of other perspectives and cultures

