October 2016
The Clinton-Glen Gardner School District is a
community who values traditions. Our MISSION is to
nurture and cultivate each child to be a compassionate,
curious, and creative thinker, entrusted and empowered to
build and lead the future.

Notes from the Board
Brendan McIsaac (President), Craig Sowell (VicePresident), Charles Sampson, Carl Sabatino, and
Lorraine Linfante

We hope the year has begun well for you and
your children. With the start of each school
year comes excitement and new beginnings,
and if you were able to come out to back to
school night or attend the school carnival, you
saw the learning and the fun to be had.
We appreciated the opportunity to speak to you
during back to school night and inform you
about the December referendum question to
turn the media center into a creative and
collaborative maker-space, to upgrade the
lighting in the building, and to replace one boiler
at the end of its lifespan. Hopefully you were
able to see both the maker-space display and
the impact the new lighting would have
throughout the building. Thanks to the school's
fiscal and project responsibility and 40% state
aid, the resulting tax impact will be 0% if you
vote in favor of the referendum. We look
forward to additional opportunities to share
details about these projects with you in the
coming months.

From the Superintendent/Principal
Dr. Seth Cohen
!

September was an outstanding month at the
Clinton public school. We began the year with
ideas, projects and initiatives supported by our
strategic plan. We also welcomed the first
student leadership report during our September
Board of Education meeting. It was wonderful to
hear from the student perspective all of the
exciting activities and opportunities available at
CPS. In September we also approved, on the
board level, all walking trips within the town of
Clinton. We are hopeful that this type of support
will continue to raise the level of experience for
our students and to enhance the critical
components
of
curiosity
creativity
and
compassion.
Please save the date of October 31, 2016 for our
annual Halloween parade. Also please mark on
your calendar November 4-9 as early dismissal
and parent teacher conference days. We will hold
evening conferences on November 7 and 8 from
6:00-8:00.
!
!

As always we invite you to attend the board
meetings to hear about the great work
happening every day at CPS and the school's
strategic plan that seeks to foster curiosity,
creativity, and compassion in all our children.

!
!
!
!
!
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From the Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator
So, our bulldogs are back in full swing! As we head into October, here are some of
the things that I notice about the culture of our school: We have a school where
teachers with many lettered credentials after their name will still take a minute to
bend down and tie a loose sneaker lace, a school where everyone from custodians
to lunch aides take the time to say good morning to our students, and a school
where a parent can still call to ask a question (any question) and know that
everyone from the nurse to the superintendent (and everyone in-between) will take
their call and provide thoughtful answers. CPS is a great place to be a learner
because as stated in our mission we truly foster curiosity, creativity, and
compassion. You may have noticed the Legos that stick directly to the wall in our
main office, the 3D Printer constantly churning in our library, the nature trail, or
perhaps it was the chatter about the GaGa pit that caught your attention; they are
all signs of the incredible possibilities for fun, inventing, and learning tucked into
almost every nook of our school.
In terms of curriculum, we are extending the FUNDATIONS phonics program to our
1st grade classes, and our teachers are looking forward to attending a workshop to
further their knowledge on this multisensory program on October 10th. Our fifth and
sixth grade classrooms are piloting a new series that will help them make
connections across various texts and multimedia resources for expository writing.
Students are also working on supporting their ideas with quotations from the text in
all grade levels. In our elementary classrooms, we are in year two of our Lucy
Calkins Writer’s Workshop implementation and teachers are already seeing a
difference in terms of our student’s stamina for writing. Go Math continues to
inform our mathematics instruction, and we are expanding our use of the on-line
interactive resources.
Judging from the enthusiasm and commitment of our teachers and students, the
2016-2017 CPS School Year promises to be the best yet! Go Bulldogs!
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Kindergarten
Kindergarten classes are in full swing! Students have been busy learning about
CPS and how they fit into the dynamic family-like community. CPS's newest fullday members are learning about respect and kindness in regard to peers,
schoolmates and staff. Students have already begun learning about letters and
sounds and have made connections to classic literature. In Math, students have
been hard at work learning to identify, write, count and represent numbers 1
through 5. The CPS class of 2025 is off to a fabulous start!

First Grade
First graders have been working on addition facts and strategies in math and will
be moving on to subtraction concepts in chapter 2. Next week, we will be headed
out for our first class trip! The walking trip to Clinton will take place on September
29th, which will include a stop at the firehouse to see the fire engines and will end
up at the park for a picnic lunch. During October, each student will choose a
building found in Clinton and make a model of it! We will share these models with
our classmates and then they will be on displayed at the Hunterdon County Library!
Small moments and special memories have been the focus of our narrative writing
unit, and we are working on sight word vocabulary and developing stamina for
independent reading. The month of October will end with our first class party after
the Halloween parade!
Second Grade
!
Second graders are off to a fantastic start of the school year! We are quickly
learning routines of the classroom and expectations for all subjects including writing
and reading workshops. Students are filling their book boxes up with wonderful
stories and learning to build reading stamina. Using Kevin Henkes’ stories we are
exploring story elements such as character, setting, plot and solution. During math
we are reviewing number concepts as well as understanding place value.
Throughout the month of September the classes have been busy discussing
classroom rules and learning about the laws within our community, state and
national levels.

!
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Third Grade
Third Grade has been very busy! Students are estimating by rounding and using
compatible numbers in math. We are also sharpening our adding and subtracting
skills with different strategies, including friendly numbers and the break-apart
strategy. In Writing, students are brainstorming and stretching out small moments
to create great personal narratives. We have also started our first class novel,
Muggie Maggie, and started working on effectively answering reading
comprehension questions!

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade is loving Judy Blume’s Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing! They are filling
their reading strategies “toolbox” with tools such as making predictions, using context
clues, identifying cause and effect, and summarizing, to name a few. In Science, our
weather unit is underway, and we are very excited about our trip to Liberty Science
center on Oct. 27th in which the students will watch “The Weather Show” and complete
a lab called, “Head in the Clouds”.

3rd grade students gather around Mrs. Ferro in the Media Center learn more about a CPS
guest visitor for the day: Praying Mantis
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Fifth Grade
Fifth graders are off to a great start! We have set up our Literature Circles and
reviewed new vocabulary words related to our novels. The fifth grade students
have been busy with the Writesteps program exploring the Six Traits of Writing and
will begin their first formal piece this month which will be a personal narrative. The
students have been completing their spelling assignments and tests online at
Spellingcity.com. The students also took their first grammar test online at our
GoogleClassroom site. In the coming weeks we will be utilizing the
GoogleClassroom more as we explore paired texts and evidence-based
constructed responses.
In math, the students have reviewed operations on whole numbers along with
place value; they have now extended these concepts to decimals. They have been
busy learning how to read, write and say decimals, as well as deconstruct numbers
into expanded form. We have used what we know about money to practice adding
and subtracting decimals, and we have now moved on to multi-digit multiplication,
both with and without decimals.
In Social Studies, we are studying the earliest human civilizations, focusing on
Mesopotamia. We also just finished presenting current events, and writing in
cuneiform using playdough instead of clay. We are now creating travel brochures
for Middle Eastern countries using google classroom. We will soon plan our own
city-states.
Fifth grade E-Squared has started the Stock Market Game, where students will
invest a virtual amount of $100,000 into the Stock Market. Students are beginning
to understand what stocks are, and are identifying strategies for investment. The
students’ first “Future Market Watch” invention for a company they own in the game
will be due on October 7th. Check out the bulletin board outside of Mrs. Brenner’s
room to see the creative products and services they come up with!

Sixth Grade
In math, students have learned about integers, opposites, and absolute value and
how to apply these concepts to real world situations. They are currently expanding
their number sense by learning about divisibility, greatest common factors, and
least common multiples.
In Social Studies, we are in the middle of studying Ancient Rome. We are currently
creating a newspaper full of important Roman events such as the founding of the
republic and the Ides of March. We will soon begin research for biographical
presentations on great Romans, using google apps.
In LAL, students are using their new series to launch Argumentative Writing as they
research choice topics and use support from multiple sources.
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Sixth Grade E-Squared
Sixth grade E-Squared students are hard at work with their Future City projects. This
year’s theme is “The Power of Public Spaces.” Students will be exploring public
spaces locally in downtown Clinton, and expanding beyond this space, to identify
features that bring people together, or could use improvement. In the coming weeks
the students will be putting their research papers together, and beginning their scale
models utilizing the school’s 3D printers.

Seventh Grade
ELA is off to a great start this year! We are already deep into the themes of cultural
identity and civil rights, and will continue to explore these topics through a variety of
short stories, novels and nonfiction articles. Students are writing daily and will begin
their study of narrative writing this week. Grammar skills are introduced and practiced
weekly, and students are learning to apply these concepts to enhance their own
writing. Everyone is eager to receive the Ipads so we can begin Membean, the online
vocabulary program, and Google Classroom.
7th grade math is dealing with operations using rational numbers, as well as positive
and negative exponents.
In#Science,#we#are#practicing#their#measurements#skills#to#determine#the#temperature,#mass,#
weight,#volume,#and#density#of#various#solid#objects#and#liquids.##The#importance#of#obtaining#
accurate#measurements#(or#quantitative#data)#is#stressed#to#ensure#valid#results#in#an#
experiment. Next,#students#will#begin#using#microscopes#to#study#the#cellular#structure#of#living#
things.
In Social Studies, students completed their unit on the Event of 9/11. We are starting our

next lessons on Colonial America and the Election of 2016.

Eighth Grade
In Language Arts, the students are anxiously awaiting receipt of their iPads, which
should be any day now. Both the 7 and 8 grade students will again
be receiving an iPad this year, per our 1:1 iPad Initiative. In the meantime, we
have started to discuss and implement into our writing a variety of compositional
risks, along with proper spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage. In
addition, we have started to review Analogy types and formation in preparation for
WordMasters vocabulary.
th

th

In Algebra, students will be solving linear equations. They will solve one-step, twostep, and multi-step equations and will set up algebraic equations to solve word
problems. After a review of ratios, rates, and unit measures, students will use
dimensional analysis to convert units and solve problems.
In pre-algebra, students will review operations with integers. This will be followed by
solving increasingly complex linear equations with rational numbers. Students will set
up and solve algebraic equations to solve word problems.
Science:
Students(are(using(their(scientific(investigation(skills(to(design(a(controlled(experiment(
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students(will(write(a(formal(lab(report(about(their(investigation.

Eighth Grade (continued)
In Science, students are using their scientific investigation skills to design a
controlled experiment involving paper airplanes. They will choose the variable they
want to test to determine its effect on the distance their airplanes will travel. After
conducting their experiment, students will write a formal lab report about their
investigation.
In Social Studies, students completed their unit on the Event of 9/11. We are
starting our next lessons on the War of 1812 and the Election of 2016.
Middle School Spanish
This year, there is a shift in the instruction of Spanish with the middle school
Spanish students. Due to the schedule change, there is going to be more of a
“Flipped Classroom” approach. Students will be receiving notes to read through
and work with at home and will also be given materials that prompt them to do a
little research so they are constructing vocabulary lists relevant to what they NEED
and WANT to talk about related to given subjects. This gives students a little more
freedom than having to memorize a set vocabulary list, but still allows students to
work with targeted grammar points. Less class time will be spent taking notes and
more time will be spent engaging in functional conversation and real-world
applications.

Mrs. Gursky patiently waits to be dunked at the Carnival!
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Technology
The students in grades 1-4 have been reviewing how to use Microsoft Word
(formatting font, size, color, and alignment). The 2nd graders began making a virtual
story using KidPix. Our 4th graders have been using Word Art and will be working
with insert images to a document. The Kindergarten students have been introduced
to the classroom rules and procedures and have began learning the basics of KidPix.
Our 8th grades have been utilizing iMovie to create and edit Public Service
Announcements and other videos. The students in 7th grade have been building and
programming their LEGO robots to complete teacher and student created
challenges. The 5th grade class reviewed Microsoft Word and have recently started
learning to use Google Drive, as well as Google Doc and Google Slides.
Art
Elementary students are working with the art elements line, shape, and color
while exploring different mediums and topics. Middle school students are in various
stages of progress in ceramics, painting, and/or printmaking.
Black Light Group is an after school art club for middle school students. It
will be meeting on Mondays after school starting on October 17th. Students will be
designing characters based on a children’s book and will be completing a school
wide school performance. Please see Mrs. Lauricella if you are interested.
The Grounds for Sculpture field trip is an enrichment trip for 5th grade
students. The field trip will take place on October 7th, weather permitting.
If you would like your child to have a smock in art class to protect their clothing,
please send in an old shirt sealed in a ziploc bag with your child’s name on it.
Health and Physical Education News
2016 INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY!
On Wednesday, October 5, (rain date October 7), CPS will participate in International
Walk to School Day (IWALK). On this day, CPS students and teachers may choose
to walk to school from one of the 11 different “bus stops” in town. The Glen Gardner
buses will stop at the North Branch Library and students will walk from there.
Information and permission forms have been distributed to students. Extra forms are
available in the CPS virtual backpack, the gym and the Main Office. All permission
slips must be returned to Mrs. Bulger or Mr. Bidwell by Friday, September 30. Hope
your student(s) will join us for this fun and invigorating start to the school day!

!
!
!
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FROM THE NURSE
MaryEllen Bowlby

Cold and Flu
Please do not send sick children to school. Children who appear ill in class
will be sent to my office and sent home.
When you keep your child home from school please call and report his
absence on the Learning Line at 908-735-8512. Mention why he/she is
out. Mention if he has a fever, cold, cough, vomiting or diarrhea. Please
be specific. This will help me keep track of illness in the various grade
levels.
If your emergency contact information changes please inform the office. It
is important to keep this information up-to-date in the event your child
becomes ill at school and we need to reach you.
Plan now for childcare in the event your child is home sick for a number of
days and you need to be at work. Go food shopping. Stock up on food and
beverages you usually give to your child when he is sick. Buy a
thermometer if you do not already have one. Please keep sick children at
home. Do not take them out in public where they may spread germs to
others.
In the meantime, continue to reinforce good hygiene practices with your
child. Encourage frequent hand washing, covering coughs and sneezes.
Set a good example to your children by practicing good hygiene yourself.
And, as always, make sure your child gets plenty of rest, proper nutrition
and daily exercise.
Screenings
All students will be weighed, measured and have their blood pressures
checked this month. Vision and hearing screenings will begin after all
classes have been weighed and measured.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
me by at 908-735-8512 Ext. 500 or at mbowlby@cpsnj.org.
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A Message from Jenine Kastner, Director of Special Education
SEPAC
Special Education Parent Committee (SEPAC) is a valuable resource for parents to
be supported through this process. Various training opportunities and meetings will
be held throughout the school year. So, check back for updated information on our
website and also sign up to be one the email distribution list. SEPAC provides
support, services and guidance for all parents and community members. Information
about future training opportunities on Dyslexia, Social Skills, and Writing
Development will be included in upcoming Dear Parents. For additional information,
please contact Jenine Kastner, Supervisor of Special Services. jkastner@cpsnj.org
Special Education Referrals and Referral Process
Clinton Public offers a wide range of services and educational programming for
special education students. Parents or other appropriate persons may refer children
who are experiencing significant difficulties to their local school district. Beginning at
age 3, children experiencing physical, academic, sensory, emotional,
communication, cognitive, and/or social difficulties may be eligible for special
education and related services. For children under 3 years of age- Contact New
Jersey Early Intervention System, (888) 653-4463; www.njeis.org
If parents are concerned about their school-age child’s progress, they should discuss
such issues with their child’s teacher, guidance counselor and/or principal. Parents
have the option of making a referral to the school’s Intervention and Referral
Services (I&RS) Committee or to the Child Study Team (CST). The I&RS offers
intervention procedures that are provided within the general education school
program.
Parents should contact Jenine Kastner, Supervisor of Special Services for further
information if they have concerns about their child’s development.
HIB
The school’s Harassment Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) policy and procedures is
outlined on our website. Please contact Sue Penn, HIB Specialist or Jenine Kastner,
HIB Coordinator with any questions or concerns.
Great Book for Parents to Read: Smart But Scattered
by Peg Dawson and Richard Guare
Most students struggle with getting organized and completing necessary tasks
related to school and home. This book will review the necessary executive
functioning skills to develop the foundation for success in both academic and social
life. This book offers a lot of great suggestions parents can do to help your child get
organized, stay focused, and control and process emotions.
SEPAC SPONSORED TRAINING
Date and Time: Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 6:30pm - 7:30 pm in the Media
Center
Presenter: Dr. Beth Glassberg Katz, BCBA
Topic: Smart But Scattered: Executive Functioning Skills and How to Help Your Child
RSVP: Jenine Kastner @ jkastner@cpsnj.org
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PTO News
Heather Cancelliere
The new school year has been off to a great start!
In early September, we hosted a Welcome Back Breakfast to our incredible
teachers and staff which was graciously donated by the Towne Restaurant! Then
we held our Back to School Kickoff Carnival on September 16th which had an
amazing turnout! A sincere thank you to all the teachers, volunteers and staff
who helped to make this event a success and so much fun for our CPS families.
Our next PTO meeting will be on Tuesday October 4th in the school library.
A board representative from the North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High
School District will be in attendance to present information regarding a
referendum which will be on the November 8th general election ballot. We hope
many parents will attend!
Also, mark your calendars for this year's Student Council Trunk or Treat to be
held on Friday October 21st. Look for more information to come home in the next
few weeks.

Athletic Booster Club News
By Linda Quartuccio, President ABC!
!
The CPS Athletic Booster Club has lots of plans for CPS this year! Look for the
“Paw Print” flyer in the virtual backpack become a part of CPS history. We will be
doing spirt wear in anticipation of the holidays as well as a Pasta Dinner in the
winter. As always Deb VanAtta will be the snack table chair and you can always
count on lots of good food to eat. You may get lucky and have a meatball sub, or
chili with your hot dog.
In addition to all the school sports, we are pleased to support the Golf Club and
Archery Club this year. You can thank Mrs. Bolger for reaching out.
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