What’s Happening at

Clinton Public School

Brendan McIsaac, (President}, Craig Sowell (Vice President), Carl Sabatino, Lorraine Linfante, Ashutosh Tewari
Each new year begins with a reorganization of the board of education committees and liaison assignments. Carl Sabbatino and
Brendan McIsaac were sworn in for the start of a new three year term, and we want to thank both communities for their support as
we strive to always do what is best for all students at CPS. Carl and Craig will comprise the negotiations committee and Lorraine
and Asutosh head the policy committee. Lorraine is once again the liaison to the PTO and county level school boards meetings,
and Brendan is the liaison to the mayors and town councils as well as the high schools and the other area K-8 school boards.
In these roles we seek to stay current on educational trends and regulations as well as explore educational partnerships and
opportunities. The district is three years into its five year strategic plan to cultivate our children as curious, creative, and
compassionate learners. This year students have participated in numerous service projects such as collecting toys, delivering food,
hosting veterans, creating community pamphlets, and multi-grade book clubs. In classrooms, clubs, and electives students engage
in hands on problem-solving like envisioning future cities, building benches around the school grounds, or contributing to a new
courtyard kinetic sculpture.
Hopefully you were able to attend the PTO Luau dance or one of the recent family fitness nights led by Mr. Bidwell and Mrs.
Bolger. We remain appreciative of the donations by local businesses to assist in supporting field trips or other enrichment
opportunities for students, and we encourage all families to be involved in making CPS a vibrant and rich community school.
As always, we invite you to attend our meetings and share your ideas and perspectives.

Dr. Cohen, Superintendent
I cannot believe that we are entering the month of February! We’ve had a very productive first semester and the second half of the year
looks to be even more exciting. Over the last several years we’ve been fully engaged in arts integration and we will continue this spring.
We are working with an artist in residence to re-purpose the middle school courtyard. Kinetic art sculptures will serve as a vehicle to grow
our students' curiosity and creativity. Thank you to the BOE, PTO, and CPS PIE for their support!
Our World Language partnership with North Hunterdon Voorhees Regional continues to grow! If you walk through the halls when the high
school is present, you will hear Spanish, German, French and Latin as CPS students interact with North Hunterdon Voorhees Regional
students and staff. Our 5-8 students also have the choice to take American Sign Language as an elective; CPS students enjoying
educational choice!

Latin!

Spanish!

French!

Jacqueline Evans-Turner
Assistant Principal
In the Life & Culture section of the Sunday NY TIMES, Mary Widdicks states that it is human nature to feel negative
experiences, but we don’t actually feel the lack of negative emotions. It’s simply a case of stimulus vs. no stimulus. The human
brain is designed to favor negative information and memories. Unfortunately, the primitive humans who remembered foreboding
feelings tended to be more cautious in the future, and therefore less likely to be eaten by lions, and tigers and bears. In
psychology, this is known as the negative bias. This means that, even as children, when something doesn’t go our way, we are
more likely to skew our entire lives with that negativity. Think about the number of times your child has asked for a cookie before
dinner, you say no, and they quickly fireback “You never let me have anything I want!” Science suggests that their brains are
recalling the negative memories of being denied sweets, while forgetting all the times you did give them what they asked for.
That’s just evolution for you.
So what does this have to do with CPS? Celebrating small accomplishments is one of the most effective ways to increase
positive feelings so that they crowd out the negative; therefore at CPS, we are BIG on celebrating small moments in our writing, in
our songs, in our morning meetings, and in our daily announcements! The goal is to form stronger positive associations with good
feelings to give children a boost when competing with negative experiences. For example, our Pep Rallies, Caught Being Positive
Walls, Character awards, numerous assemblies (think eggdrop!), classroom celebrations, and fundraisers to help those less
fortunate--- all help to foster the positive experiences that our students grow to associate with school. In addition, all of our
evening events run by teachers and PTO, give students a sense of excitement for little things such as purchasing a new book,
listening to bedtime stories, (or sigh) doing the limbo at a school dance. These happy every day experiences get woven into the
fabric of what it means to be a bulldog and as Widdick says this practice of finding the small joys in life is a gift we give our children

MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES

PRESCHOOL PALS PROGRAM

Current Status: 2019-2020 Application process is open.
Visit Website for application
Application Deadline is March 15, 2019
Lottery to be completed: March 20, 2019
Notifications will be mailed the week of March 25, 2019

Message from Director of Special Services
Preparing for your
child's IEP Meeting

In an effort to help you feel prepared for your child’s IEP meeting, I
included some helpful hints and information on our website. Participating in
your child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting can be
overwhelming at times. To help you understand your role on the IEP team,
the information included explains the special vocabulary and procedures of
an IEP meeting, and some helpful hints about how to make sure the IEP
matches your child’s learning strengths and needs.
Visit https://www.cpsnj.org/Page/787

Preschool
Preschool students have been very busy in the month of January
learning about animals that hibernate during the winter months.
They are studying the animals, where they sleep and how their fur
and blubber keeps them warm! Preschool student are also getting
ready for Valentine’s Day through their writing. They worked so hard
on writing about things they love!

The Kindergarteners
We welcomed the new year by diving into our science units. We had so much fun
exploring the winter themes of snowmen, snowflakes, and arctic animals. We conducted
exciting experiments and did research using non-fiction texts. We were inspired by Martin
Luther King Jr. and his dream. Therefore, this month we have spent extra time talking
about respect and acceptance. We were introduced to some of the uppercase letters in
Fundations and become experts at tapping out cvc words. We also worked really hard on
improving our writing by incorporating sight words, punctuation, and upper-case letters
appropraitley. In math, we completed our subtraction unit and are ready to begin learning
about teen numbers!

1st Grade
First Graders returned from their winter break filled with energy, excitement and eagerness to
kick off 2019. Students are reading up a storm with accuracy and prosody as they learn to
compare narrative fiction and informational texts. The focus in Fundations during January has
been on how to read, write and spell with pluralization starting with the suffix -s. In Math,
students learned more about the relationships between addition and subtraction and are now
working on developing understanding of place value. Our young authors are currently writing
narrative stories about snowmen. In Social Studies, we are wrapping up our maps and globes
unit. Students really enjoyed learning about their town, state, country, continent and planet.
Now, they are enjoying learning about the importance of some American Symbols such as the
flag, the bald eagle, the Liberty Bell, the White House and more. These little learners are having
a blast and looking forward to February to bring on the LOVE!

Grade 2
In Writing Workshop this month, the second graders are working on their animal research reports. The students will locate
information from books or the internet and take notes on their animal’s habitat, diet, appearance and other interesting facts.
Then they will transpose their notes into full sentences. When the process is all done, the students will have a multi-paragraph
writing piece that they can be extremely proud of and share with their classmates.
In Science, we are beginning our unit on Soils. We are investigating the characteristics of soil and will further our unit when we
discuss changes to the Earth such as erosion.

Third Grade

Third graders are exploring the nonfiction genre in both reading and writing.
Students have started taking a closer look at nonfiction text features and even went
on a text feature scavenger hunt. Reading nonfiction works is also helping us
prepare as we become experts on a topic and write our own informational text in
writing. We were busy brainstorming and planning out our own texts to put our
work in book form! Our next step will be to create a final Google Slide project on
our topics to present to our classmates!

Nonfiction Text Feature Scavenger Hunt

Third Graders working on their drafts.

GRADE 4
Fourth graders have been introduced to the fantasy genre through an author study of Chris Van
Allsburg. We will be exploring several of his picture books and examining point of view, perspective
and character traits.
In writing we are working on a 5-paragraph expository essay about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
We are looking at numerous sources, including a biography, a video and his speech to synthesize
information about the person MLK was.
In math we have started our unit on fractions. Students will be finding equivalent fractions,
simplifying, comparing and ordering fractions, and adding with like denominators.
In social studies, we are learning about the idea of immigration. Students have created a
representation of themselves and their heritage which will be displayed in our hallway. We will soon
begin reading some nonfiction texts about Ellis Island.
In science, students have been introduced to energy and are investigating electric current and
circuits. They are working with a variety of components as well as exploring conductors and
insulators.

GRADE 5
LANGUAGE ARTS: After researching their endangered animal, 5th graders
wrote a 3 paragraph essay from the animal’s perspective asking for help.

GRADE 5
SCIENCE: Studying weather and making observations using weather stations.
MATH: Fifth graders are solving problems using their knowledge of decimal
division.
5 E-SQUARED: Fifth grade E-Squared has begun work with fractions. We will
be modeling using fraction tiles and using number sense to find equivalence,
add, subtract, multiply, and divide.

5th Grade Social Studies
●

Students are now studying Ancient Greece.

We have just started an independent research
project on a variety of cultural topics. We are also writing
compare/contrast essays about the great city-states
of Sparta and Athens.

GRADE 6
Language Arts: Students are working on their research papers. Both classes will be walking to the North
Branch Library to support this project.
Social Studies: Students are learning all about the Roman Empire. They have started research on a
biographical report about important figures from the Roman world. We will also create a Roman-style glass tile
mosaic.
Math: Students are working with conversions of fractions, decimals, and percents, including solving for
unknown percents of a quantity.
6 E-Squared : 6 E-Squared students will begin a supplemental unit on Integer operations before diving into
Equations. We have been working so hard on our Future City models and presentations for our competition at
Rutgers 1/19. Wish Us Luck!!

GRADE 6
Science: Students are integrating their math skills with our unit on the Earth’s Interior
as they are constructing a scale model of the Earth’s layers.

GRADE 7

Social Studies: Students recently completed the National Geographic Annual Geo Bee. Each year thousands
of schools in the United States take part in the National Geographic Geo Bee using materials sponsored by
the National Geographic Society. In addition, we are continuing our unit on the Revolutionary War and the
students are learning a wealth of information that are incorporating into their newspaper project.
ELA: Students are continuing to work in their Civil RIghts unit and have begun their first round of literature
circles. They will soon begin preparations on a public speech, which is the culminating project of the unit. We
are also excited to start our next Project Lit book, Wishtree, with 4th grade!
Science: Students have been studying cell structures. They’re using songs and analogies to help learn the
functions of all of the parts. Next, they will learn about the important processes that occur in all cells, including
diffusion, osmosis, cell division, photosynthesis, and cellular respiration.
Math: Students are working with linear functions, including determining the slope of a line, and interpretation
and graphing of both continuous and discrete data.

GRADE 8
Social Studies: Students recently completed the National Geographic Annual
Geo Bee. Each year thousands of schools in the United States take part in the
National Geographic Geo Bee using materials sponsored by the National
Geographic Society. In addition, we are continuing our unit on the Civil War and
the students are learning a wealth of information.
Math: Algebra students have finished their unit on Linear Functions and are now
studying Systems of Equations and Inequalities and how you can apply this to
real world situations. Grade 8 math students just completed their study of
Systems and will be learning all about scientific notation and exponents.

GRADE 8
English/Language Arts: Students are currently presenting their Google Slide presentations for the
Memoir, Auto-, or Biography they read and researched. Classmates are taking notes on each
presentation and preparing 3 sophisticated questions to ask each speaker. Just a few of the very
interesting people who were researched include: Jane Goodall, Lois Lowry, Michelle Obama, Harry
Houdini, Steve Irwin, Anna Kendrick, John Muir, Benjamin Banneker, and Pete Tucker, a local New
Jersey farmer.
Science: Students have just completed their unit on solids, liquids, and gases. They focused on particle
arrangement and how thermal energy affects particle motion. The unit ended with studying how
temperature, volume, and pressure affect the behavior of gases. They took part in some exciting
demonstrations of the gas laws, including Can Crusher, Egg in a Flask, Balloon Magic, and

Marshmallow Madness.

A Message From Mrs. Bowlby, School Nurse
If Your Child is Sick…
·
Please keep your child home if they are sick to prevent the spread of germs to other students and staff. Frequent
hand washing, covering coughs and not touching your face are the best preventative measures.
·
Students who have been absent due to illness may return to school after they have been fever free for 24 hours without
the use of any fever reducing medications such as ibuprofen or acetaminophen.
·
Students who are absent due to vomiting or diarrhea may return to school 24 hours after the last bout of vomiting or
diarrhea without the use of medication to prevent vomiting or diarrhea.
·
Students diagnosed with pink eye (conjunctivitis) may return to school 24 hours after they have been receiving
antibiotics and there is no drainage from the eye.
·
Students diagnosed with strep throat may return to school 24 hours after they have been on antibiotics and have not had
a fever for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication.

A Message From Mrs. Bowlby, School Nurse
(Continued)
Immunization Requirements
·
Students entering Sixth Grade September 2019 are required to receive one dose of Tdap (Tetanus, diptheria and acellular
Pertussis) vaccine and one dose of meningococcal-containing vaccine before they return to school in August. Please send in a
note from your physician stating the complete date (month, day and year) the immunizations were given.
·
Child who are already 11 years old can receive these immunizations now. Please send in the documentation as soon as
possible so there is no delay of your child starting school. Report of immunization is due 06-01-18.
·

Immunizations must be up to date for a student to participate in school sports. No exceptions.

Baseball and Softball
Baseball and Softball tryouts start March 25th. Please make sure your child has a current sports physical on file in the nurse’s office prior
to the first day of try-outs.
Sports physical forms are available from coaches, in the main office, nurse’s office and on-line on the sports web site under forms.

Physicals are due by Tuesday, March 12th. Sports physicals not handed in on time and approved by the school
physician will need to be faxed to the school physician’s office. This can create a delay that may cause a student to miss try-outs.

Scenery is in full swing for the Spring musical The Wizard of Oz. Mrs. Lauricella is
in need of some helpers to help paint trees and part of a castle. If you would like to
donate your artistic talents, please email her at slauricella@cpsnj.org
Help is also needed in preparing art for upcoming art shows. If you would like to
volunteer your time to help glue and label artwork please contact Mrs. Lauricella.

Music

The annual Chamber Concert will be held on Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the APR
(snow date: Thursday, March 14). This concert features the 3rd grade Strings and the 4th
grade Band. Some of our older instrumentalists will perform in small groups as well.
Save the date for the Spring Musical, The Wizard of Oz! Performances are Wednesday,
March 20 (snow date Thursday, March 21) and Friday, March 22 (snow date Saturday,
March 23). Information will come home soon regarding ticket sales. We will have a ticket
sale night at the school, and tickets will also be available at the door.
The Spring Concert will be held Tuesday, June 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the CPS gymnasium.
Last year some of our musicians performed at a Somerset Patriots game, and it was so
much fun we’re going to do it again! Detailed information will be available in the coming
months, but save the date for Wednesday, June 5. We will perform before the 7:00 p.m.
game.

7th Grade YMCA Memberships

Health and Physical Education

The YMCA is offering free memberships for seventh
grade students from September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019.
Also, a family membership to one of our local health
facilities might provide the whole family with health benefits
as well as more quality time together! Most facilities offer
discounts to families who need financial assistance.

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
RECYCLING is in full swing at CPS! Each K-8 homeroom has a team of
recyclers who collect and empty designated recycling bins from CPS classrooms
and offices every other day. They are doing a wonderful job all over the school!
Already we have noticed recycling bins brimming with recyclable materials so we
know less trash from our school is going to landfills!
Please support our efforts at home by organizing and reinforcing a family
recycling plan. Please check your town’s website for specific recycling
guidelines and support your community’s efforts to protect and care for the
environment! The Hunterdon County website has lots of recycling information for
residents. http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/recycling.html

Recycling Tip of the Month
PARTICIPATING FILM AND BAG
RECYCLING PARTNERS
NEW JERSEY
ACME
Kohl’s
McCaffrey’s Food Markets Stop & Shop
Target
Weis
Whole Foods

PENNSYLVANIA
ACME
Food Lion
Giant Eagle Giant
Kohl’s
Martins

