
North Hunterdon/Voorhees 
High School

Parent Information Session



What you can expect to learn 
tonight…

• Scheduling process
• Course guide information
• Credits
• Freshman Requirements
• Daily Schedule
• Schedule Rotation
• Course levels/Freshman Placement
• World Language/ Elective Choices
• Activities/Clubs/Sports
• Polytech
• Graduation Requirements
• Academy Recap
• Helpful Links



The Timeline…
October 31st -Registrations forms due 

November --Students take  English Placement Test (ELA Common Assessment)

December --Students take Math Placement Test

December 15th- Last day to apply to an HCVSD Academy and Full-time Polytech Programs

Over Winter Break-Students should think about what  electives they want to take and their 
world language choice



The TimelineContinued…
When we return from Winter Break-Students receive their placement 
recommendations for Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies. This will be mailed 
home.

January 14th (North) January 6th (Voorhees)-Student field trip to HS for an 
orientation program.

January 14th (North) January 7th (Voorhees)-Parent High School Orientation at 
6:30

Mid to late January--Students will return their course selection form. Mrs. McVerry will 
input them into ASPEN. This means that all placement recommendations need to be finalized 
by this point, and all elective and world language choices have been decided.

Special Education Transition Meetings will take place (usually in 
January).  You will be contacted by our CST office to set this up.



Appointment with 
NHHS/Voorhees Counselors

• February 9-20th-NHHS/Voorhees 
Counselors available for parent appointments 
to discuss schedules and/or any questions or 
concerns about the transition to high school. 

• To schedule call Guidance Office
• They do not start taking appointments until 

after winter break.



Course Credits

35+ Credits

Semester 1
½ Year

2.5 Credits

Semester 2
½ Year

2.5 Credits

1 year = 2 semesters

1 Full Year
5+ Credits



Freshman Requirements 
Math (Algebra or Geometry) Full Year 5 Cr. 

Biology Full Year 6 Cr. 

English Full Year 5 Cr.

Early Amer. History Full Year 5 Cr.

Lunch Full Year 0 Cr.

Physical Education ½ Year 2.5 Cr.

Health ½ Year 2.5 Cr.

+ Elective choices and a 
World Language choice to = 

Minimum 35 credits, 
Maximum of 41 
credits

*Most electives are ½ year (2.5 Cr.) but some are full year (5 Cr.) 
such as band or choir, and Academy courses

Freshman must take a minimum of 35 credits

= 26 credits



Daily Schedule
55 Minute Period Daily Schedule

Rolling Block with Split Lunch and Lab

1 7:45 8:40
2 8:44 9:39
3 9:43 10:38

Lunch 1/Study Hall/Lab 10:40 11:04
Lunch 2/Study Hall/Lab 11:06 11:30

4 11:32 12:27
5 12:31 1:26
6 1:30 2:25



Rolling Drop Block Rotation
8 classes per semester that rotate into 6 classes per day

A 4 day cycle rotation

Day A Day B Day C Day D
1 4 3 2
2 1 4 3
3 2 1 4
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
Study Hall Study Hall Study Hall Study Hall
5 8 7 6
6 5 8 7
7 6 5 8
C+I C+I C+I C+I

C+I= Curriculum and Instruction 
(Resource rooms available for extra help 2:30-3:10)
http://www.nhvweb.net/nhhs/home/

http://www.nhvweb.net/nhhs/home/


Sample Schedule
PERIOD DAY A DAY B DAY C DAY D

1 SCIENCE HISTORY MATH ART ELECTIVE

2 ART ELECTIVE SCIENCE HISTORY MATH

3 MATH ART ELECTIVE SCIENCE HISTORY

L1 STUDY STUDY SCIENCE LAB STUDY

L2 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

4 WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE ENGLISH Tech Elective

5 Tech Elective WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE ENGLISH 

6 ENGLISH Tech Elective WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE 

C+I   



Course Levels

Advanced
(Adv.)

College 
Prep
(CP)

Honors/
Weighted
(H/Wt.)

• Teachers will be placing 
students in one of these course 
levels for Math, English, 
History, and Science

• Ease-in approach
• Most challenging level in which 

you can realistically succeed 
• Maintain A/B average
• Not on a fixed track--can go up 

or down levels Sophomore year 
based on performance



Course Levels
▶ College Prep:

▶ Slowest paced general education class
▶ ICS sections have a second teacher
▶ Least amount of independent work
▶ Lower text readability

▶ Advanced:
▶ Faster pacing
▶ More independent work and critical thinking
▶ Higher level text readability level
▶ Significantly more homework

▶ Honors:
▶ Fastest pacing: preparing for AP
▶ Most independent work and critical thinking
▶ Most challenging text readability level
▶ Work above and beyond the required curriculum
▶ Strong work ethic is essential



Your Freshman Placement

Freshman Course Level 
Placement

7th grade 
final 

grades

8th grade 
Marking Period 

1 
Grades

Teacher 
Recs

Scores on 
certain tests



Placement Rubrics by Subject

English: The placement rubric for 9th-grade English classes takes into account the following information:
● Final grade for 7th-grade English
● Average assessment grade so far in 8th-grade English
● Markers of student success (completes homework, independent learner, strong work ethic, and asks 

questions/active participant)
● Common assessment score
● Teacher recommendation

Math: The placement rubric for 9th-grade Math classes takes into account the following information:
● Common assessment score
● Average assessment grade so far in 8th-grade Math
● Markers of student success (completes homework, independent learner, strong work ethic, and asks 

questions/active participant)
● Teacher recommendation

Science: The placement rubric for 9th-grade Science classes takes into account the following information:
● 9th-grade English placement
● 9th-grade Math placement
● Average assessment grade so far in 8th-grade Science
● Teacher recommendation



Placement
• If you do not agree with your 

placement, first

• Be your own advocate
• Try to understand why you were 

recommended for that level
• Your teachers want you to succeed
• Remember: Scheduling overrides may only 

be completed by the high school guidance 
office



Changing Levels
• Placement levels can change 

in either directions throughout 
high school

• You may take CP or Advanced 
classes freshman year and 
then move to a different level 
sophomore year



Math
• Algebra before Geometry
• Placement test December
• Freshman courses

– CP Algebra I
– Advanced Algebra I
– Advanced Geometry 
– Honors Geometry



English I
• FRESHMEN take a full year of 

English I (5 credits), which is 
designed to provide each student 
with a sound basis in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and 
viewing. Although course levels 
may differ in focus and/or depth, 
they all provide instruction in 
English fundamentals that will 
prepare the student for success in 
upper-class programs. 

• Core literature includes a 
Shakespeare play, Great 
Expectations, The Catcher in the 
Rye, King Arthur, and the 
Odyssey, as well as a selection of 
short stories.

• CP
• Advanced
• Honors
Placement Rubric

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LF7gFrBAAdxIGXdLAoA-AxJlXbdck2m0H6gNBZZEtpk/edit?usp=sharing


Early American History
•This United States history course 
focuses on the growth of the nation 
from colonization and settlement to the 
emergence of modern America. The 
role of the United States in the world is 
considered through the lenses of 
historical, political, economic, 
socio/cultural, and geographical 
developments. The creation and 
evolution of the American system of 
government and the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship are 
emphasized. This course satisfies the 
first half of the New Jersey state 

requirement for US History.    

• CP
• Adv.
• Honors



Science
• CP Biology (+ Lab)
• Advanced Biology (+ Lab)
• Honors Biology (+ Lab)
• Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, 

and laboratory experiences the student will 
discover new concepts and interests in the 
biological sciences.

• All science classes will be 6 credits
• All science classes will include an additional lab 

period which will meet for 24 minutes over the 
study hall period when their science class is just 
prior to or just after the study hall. 

•



PERIOD DAY A DAY B DAY C DAY D

1 SCIENCE HISTORY MATH ART ELECTIVE

2 ART ELECTIVE SCIENCE HISTORY MATH

3 MATH ART ELECTIVE SCIENCE HISTORY

L1 STUDY STUDY SCIENCE LAB STUDY

L2 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

4 WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE ENGLISH Tech Elective

5 Tech Elective WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE ENGLISH 

6 ENGLISH Tech Elective WORLD 
LANGUAGE

PE 

C+I   

Sample Schedule
Semester 1



World Languages

• Each class is 1 year (5 Cr.)
• Choices: 

– Spanish, French
German, Latin

• Spanish II 
– teacher recommendation

• 1 year required for 
graduation

• 2-3+ for college (mastery)



Electives

• 5 credits for 
graduation

• Art 
• Music
• Performing Arts

• 5 credits for graduation
• Business 
• Family & Consumer Science
• Technology Education
• Freshman cannot take 

cooking courses at NHHS



Graduation Requirements

English-20 credits Science-15 credits (Biology, Chemistry & 
Physics)

Financial Literacy – 2.5 cr. World Language- 5 credits

Physical Education Health & Safety-20 credits 
including Driver Education

Fine & Performing Arts- 5 credits

Mathematics-15 credits
(5 credits in Algebra I, 5 credits in Geometry 
and 5 credits in an advanced math that 
includes Algebra II topics)

Practical Arts- 5 credits

Social Studies-15 credits including: Early 
American, Modern American and World 
History.

Pass the appropriate state assessments



Financial Literacy

● Five broad topics will be the foundation of the course: 
college and career planning, money management, 
savings and investing, income, and spending. 

● 2.5 credit course that is a graduation requirement
● Can be taken Freshman year, or any year of high school
● Personal choice--some students choose to finish this 

requirement Freshman year; others choose to take it 
Junior/Senior year when it is more applicable to 
student’s life.



Get Involved
• To be eligible for the 

second semester of sports 
(Spring season) a student 
must be passing 15.0 
credits at the conclusion 
of the first semester

• Clubs
• Activities
• Sports

• http://www.nhvweb.net/n
hhs/studentactivities/

http://www.nhvweb.net/nhhs/studentactivities/
http://www.nhvweb.net/nhhs/studentactivities/


Polytech Programs- 
Now offering full time programs to incoming 

Freshman
• Hunterdon County Polytech website: www.hcpolytech.org

http://www.hcpolytech.org/


Hunterdon County Vocational School District Academies 
offered to Rising 9th Grade

Deadline to Apply is December 15th! 
http://www.hcvsd.org/

• Partnerships with multiple colleges—could earn college credit in high school
• Acceptance into program based on placement test scores, attendance, discipline 

records, grades, and interview

Biomedical Science Academy
• Students in this program attend North Hunterdon High School

Computer Science & Software Engineering Academy
• Students in this program attend Voorhees High School

Environmental Sustainability and Engineering Academy
• Students in this program attend Voorhees High School

Animal Sciences Program
• Students in this program attend Voorhees High School

http://www.hcvsd.org/
http://www.hcvsd.org/


Important Dates
• From today until January

– Start thinking about what world language and electives you might like 
to take

– November/December-
– ELA Common Placement Test (End of November)
– NHHS/Voorhees World Language Department visits
– Math Placement test
– Deadline for HCVSD Academy Applications (Dec 15th!)
– January-
– Field trip to NHHS/Voorhees for Freshman Orientation Program
– Mid- Late January -
– Mrs. McVerry will  input course selections into Aspen 
– February 9-20th-
– High School Guidance Counselors available for appointments with 

students/parents



I Know What You’re Thinking…



Just take a deep breath and…

Enjoy the 
journey

We’re here to help!


